GALATIANS
Chapter 4


Obeying the Law, Living under Grace








Homework for April 30, 2019
Paul wrote that the Law is a curse because we cannot obey it, and it is a tutor to lead us to salvation by faith in Jesus.  The prime example is Abraham who was declared righteous by God 450 years before the Law was given through Moses.  The Law reveals the righteousness of God, gives a measurement and accounting of sin, and leads believers to live pleasing God.  All who are in Christ have received an inheritance through God's promise to Abraham of many nations who would be blessed in him.  That blessing is God's declaration of righteousness which is accomplished by the life and sacrifice of Jesus.
DAY ONE


Galatians 4:1-7
No longer slaves, but sons
Paul continued by pointing out that a change in status occurs with salvation.
v. 1 equates the status of a young child and a ________________ even though the child


differs from the ______________ in that the child will own ____________________.

v. 2 shows why these are temporarily equal:  the child  is under ________________________________


until a date set by the ____________________.

v. 3  The analogy is that we were children, held in bondage, under the ___________________________


How did Paul identify the source of that bondage in Gal. 2:4? ____________________________


According to Col. 2:8, what is identified with "elemental principles of the world" as a contrast


to according to Christ?  _________________________,   ______________________________,


and ______________________________________

v. 4-7   In v. 2, Paul previewed that this bondage would cease when determined by the ______________.


Now the spiritual analogy:  At the appointed time God sent for His Son whose birth is described


in two ways: v. 4 born of a ___________________, and born under ___________________


"so that" indicates cause and effect.  The effect of this birth is that


He might _______________ those who were under the Law, and that


we might _____________________________________ as sons.


How is this stated in Rom. 8:15-16?  You have not received a spirit of _______________



leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of _____________ as sons.  



The ______________ testifies with our __________ that we are ___________ of God.


And in John 1:12-13 (give proper names to the pronouns):  As many as received ____________,



______________ gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe



in ______________ name, who were born, not of blood,  nor of the will of flesh, 



nor of the will of man, but of God.


Paul continued to describe that new relationship in terms of calling God, "______, ________"


That phrase appears only three times in the NT.  Here in Gal. 4:6 and in Romans 8:15 which we 
have just read, and in Mark 14:36.  What is the context of the verse in Mark? 



______________________________________________________________________



Back to Gal. 4:7.  A conclusion with reference to being a spiritual descendant of Abraham:  


Therefore, you are no longer a ___________  (to what is the reference here? ________)



but a __________and an _____________through _______________.


DAY TWO


Galatians 4:8-11
To know and be known by God
The reference to "knowing" in these verses takes on a special meaning which is much more than about having information.  This "knowing" describes a relationship which means to be united with, or to be as one.  Many people have information about God, and God certainly has information about everyone, but "knowing" is much more.  Let's take a look.
v. 8  When a person does not know God, what is their condition?  _______________________________

v. 9  Knowing God includes the fact that believers are also _________________ by _______________.

Let's see what else we can learn about this relationship:


Nahum 1:7
The LORD knows _________________________________________________.


Matt. 25:1-13  This is the parable of the ten virgins.  Why were five refused in v. 12?



______________________________________________________


John 10:14, 27 ________________________________________________________________


1 Cor. 8:3 ____________________________________________________________________


2 Tim. 2:19  The Lord ___________________________________  and



Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to ________________________________


2 Pet. 1:2____________ and ______________ in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.


Matt. 7:22-23  How do these people address Jesus on the day of judgment: _________________



What good works had they done in His name?



1. ___________________  2. ____________________3. _________________________



Why were they sent away? _________________________________________________



What did Jesus call their good works? ________________________________

Now, back to Gal. 4:9-10.  How have these people acted against their knowing God?

They had turned back to ____________________________________ which would ___________ them.

What evidence was it that they were relying again on ritual observances of Judaism?  


They were observing __________________________________________


About what did Paul admonish them in Col. 2:16-17?      Also Rom. 14:1-6



_____________________________________________________________________

If they are behaving this way, how does Paul see his work with them? v. 11_____________________


DAY THREE

Galatians 4:12-20
Faithful to the truth
Paul reminds them that he was once like them, but they know that he has been changed.
Now he urges them to become as he is now.  Phil. 3:4-9      Paul asks them to remember when he delivered the gospel to them, and the illness he suffered.  Bible scholars conclude that this was when Paul was in the area of Pamphylia and Pisidian Antioch recorded in Acts 13:13-14 when Paul probably suffered from intermittent attacks of malaria.  The church at Galatia had welcomed him in spite of his illness, receiving Paul as a true messenger from God with the authority of Jesus.

Considering this, Paul asks them, v. 15   Where is __________________________________________?

Their consideration for Paul had been so strong that they would have ___________________________.


(Note that this is certainly hyperbole and not to be taken literally.)

Their resistance to Paul now makes him wonder if they consider him an _______________________


for telling them the __________________.  

v. 17 begins with "they".  Who are they? Who is causing this problem? __________________________


What is their goal? ______________________________________________________________

v. 18  Paul encourages the Galatians to be consistent in their devotion whether he is present or absent.

v. 19-20  Paul's tone changes somewhat.  He calls them his ___________  with whom he ____________


How does he say he feels about what is going on? __________________________

So, Paul will continue with another analogy to help them understand believers' freedom inherited through Abraham.
DAY FOUR

Galatians 4:21-31
An Old Testament Illustration
How are Abraham's two sons identified here?    


One from a bond woman.  Who was she? ______________


What was her son's name? ____________________


One from a ___________________.  Who was she? ______________



What was her son's name? _____________________

What was different about their births?  One was according to the __________, the other of ___________

Paul gives an analogy:  The bond woman represents the covenant given on Mt. ____________________

       which corresponds to the present _________________ who is in slavery with her children.

       We can picture the Law given on Mt. Sinai later being ensconced on Temple Mount in Jerusalem.

In v. 26, Paul refers to the "Jerusalem above".  A description in Hebrews 12:22-24 gives us a better 
understanding.  There Paul refers to Mt. Zion and the city of the living God as the __________


Jerusalem.  Who lives there? _____________________________________________________

In Gal. 4:27 Paul quotes Isa. 54:1.  which describes the condition of  Israel and the barrenness of that condition.  In Isa. 54:5-6, the LORD is calling Israel to return to Him.  Exactly Paul's plea for them, too.

v. 28-29  Paul makes two main points:  

      1.  They are children of the promise, like __________ who was born according to the ____________ 


To what promise does he refer which was given through Abraham? _________________

      2.  What is also true about the two children identified in these verses? ________________________

v. 30  What is the solution to this conflict? _________________________________________________

v. 31  The obvious conclusion:  Believers are children of the free woman, children of promise, and 
children of the Spirit, 
and therefore free from the bondage of the _____________________.

DAY FIVE


The Law Interpreted by Grace
Although we are not justified by the Law, sometimes it is hard for us to understand how we are to obey Jesus' commandments but at the same time have liberty under grace.  We know that Jesus fulfilled the requirements of the Law for righteousness, but those who love Jesus keep His commandments.  Today we will look to the New Testament, the new covenant of grace in Christ Jesus, to see how the commandments given through Moses  Ex. 20:1-17   take on a new dimension for Christians.   
From each of the New Testament verses below (and you may know others which are relevant), let's see how we are to live under grace while still obeying the Law.

Commandment No. 1

No other gods



Matt. 22:36-40


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Commandment No. 2

No idols



Matt.6:24


______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Commandment No.3

No profanity



1 Cor. 10:31


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Commandment No. 4

Keep the sabbath 





See Ex. 31:12-17 


For what purpose was this commandment given? _________________ to __________________


How long is it in effect? ___________________________________ 


Ezek. 20:12, 20  Here the sabbaths is plural.  To what would that refer?  Read through 


Lev. 21:4-32.  The Feasts and Day of Atonement were also sabbaths.


With this understanding, how are sabbaths understood in the New Covenant?


Mark 2:27 ____________________________________________________________________


Luke 6:5 _____________________________________________________________________


Read through Heb. 4:1-11.  What is the believer's rest (sabbath)? _________________________


Without redefining the word, do Christians observe the OT sabbath? ______________________


When do Christians worship?  Acts 20:7;  1 Cor. 16:2 _________________________________
Commandment No. 5

Honor parents



Eph. 6:1-3

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Commandment No. 6

Do not murder



Matt. 5:21-22

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Commandment No. 7

Do not commit adultery





Heb. 13:4_____________________________________________________________________
Matt. 5:27-28__________________________________________________________________

Commandment No.8

Do not steal



Eph. 4:28

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Commandment No. 9

Do not lie



James 5:12

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Commandment No. 10
Do not covet



Heb. 13:5

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________
One more thing:  John 13:34-35   A new commandment from Jesus:  ____________________________

How is that a sign? ______________________________________________________________


So, do Christians have eleven commandments or ten?  ____________
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