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Obeying the Law, Living under Grace








Class Notes for April 30, 2019
Paul's letter to the churches in Galatia addresses the issues facing believers in understanding their salvation by grace alone and how to reconcile the requirements of the Law with living by faith.  Those new believers with Jewish backgrounds had lived by the Law and urged others to accept the Law as conditional for their justification before God.  The Law kept them in bondage, was an unbearable burden, a curse, and it could not save anyone because it was impossible to keep.  Paul goes to great lengths to explain to them that God gave the Law as a tutor to lead them to faith in Jesus.  
Paul demonstrated to the Judaizers from their own Scripture that Abraham was declared righteous before God's covenant with him and before he was circumcised, setting the pattern for salvation by grace alone.  Abraham's blessing for descendants of many nations included Gentiles who would be given grace as an inheritance by faith the same as Abraham's and not by works.  The Law is consistent with the holiness of God and defines our own sinfulness.  It is useful to restrain evil by defining lawlessness and punishing offenders, thereby giving protection to the righteous.  The Law also serves as a guide for believers to know how to live pleasing to God.
Galatians 4:1-7
No longer slaves, but sons
In these verses Paul points out a change in status which comes with justification.  In a family or household there may be both children and slaves.  In many ways they are both under the authority and guardianship of the father.  It is their future which is different.  While the slave will remain a slave, a son is an heir who will gain an inheritance at the time determined by the father.

The analogy is that while we were children and prior to our inheritance as sons, we were held in bondage by the elemental things of the world.  There are differing understandings about what these might be since Paul was not specific.  However, in v. 9 Paul uses this phrase with reference to religious rituals which were given under the Law.  In Colossians 2:8 Paul includes elementary principles of the world in a list of what would be contrary to sound doctrine in Christ, also naming philosophy and empty deception and tradition of men.  Here the reference can be summarized as discounting sources of authority other than what has been revealed as truth through the person and ministry of Jesus and from Scripture.  Even today, churches may accept as equal in validity to Scripture such things as tradition, reason and experience.  The Roman Catholic Church considers ex cathedra proclamations from a Pope as divinely inspired.  The morals of the culture may also have a corrupting influence on believers.
In v. 4-7 Paul identified the event on which every believer's inheritance depends.  While God gave the Law which held people in bondage, His plan of salvation in Jesus would bring redemption.  Each phrase deserves our consideration:
"in the fullness of time"    The entire OT is a progressive revelation of God's plan of salvation through 
Jesus.  From generation to generation, God demonstrated His holiness, justice, love, mercy . . . .


and man's sinfulness and inability to save himself from destruction.  But there would be a time


when the foreshadowing and types of Jesus would become a reality.

"God sent forth His Son"   Man did not conceive or initiate this plan of redemption.  It was God's idea


and God who acted.  God's justice had to be satisfied in order for Him to remain true to His


own character while at the same time showing mercy.  That justice could only be satisfied by


a divine perfect sacrifice to pay the death penalty for sin.

"His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law"  Jesus, the perfect atonement sacrifice was not only 
divine 
but also fully human and as a human subject to the Law given by God.  Redemption from 
the bondage and condemnation of the Law would require perfect obedience to it, which was 


accomplished by Jesus who came to fulfill the Law, not abolish it.  Matt. 5:17 

""so that He might redeem those who were under the Law."  While totally innocent of any sin Himself, 
Jesus' death would satisfy the sin debt of all those who are saved in Him whose sin was imputed

to Him and His righteousness imputed to everyone who is saved.  2 Cor. 5:21
"that we might receive the adoption as sons."  This may be the most amazing part about our salvation.

Not only did Jesus redeem us from condemnation under the Law, but His sacrifice resulted in


our adoption as sons or children of God.  The Apostle John stated this clearly.  With saving 
belief in Jesus, we become children of God, not by any effort on our part, but by God's grace.


John 1:12-13    In Rom. 8:15-16  Paul referred to believers receiving a spirit of adoption as sons,


confirmed to our spirit by His Holy Spirit.

v. 6-7  Because of this adoption and presence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, our adoption and 

relationship with God is identified with that of Jesus Himself.  The term "Abba, Father" is recorded here, in Rom. 8:15, and in Mark 14:36  when Jesus cried out to the Father in the Garden of Gethsemane.  
Our adoption makes us heirs in Christ, just as Paul had pointed out in Gal. 3:29.   See also Rom. 8:17, Eph. 3:6, Titus 3:7, Heb. 6:17, James 2:5  
Galatians 4:8-11
To know and be known by God
A key word in these verses is "know".  This is not referring to information but is defining a relationship.
Earlier Paul had referred to being baptized into Christ.  Gal. 3:27  To know and be known spiritually comes from this identification and unity with Jesus.  Many people have knowledge about God and even accept that information and live by it.  Demons have true knowledge about God, and they believe what they know and tremble.  James 2:19   An intellectual acceptance of the truth about Jesus will not by itself save anyone.   God's gift of grace and faith are required.
We can understand more about this relationship by looking at some cross references.
The LORD knows those who take refuge in Him.  Nahum 1:7
In the parable of the ten virgins, the bridegroom did not know the five who were not ready for Him.

Matt. 25:1-13

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, knows His sheep and they know Him and they follow Him.  John 10:14, 27
If anyone loves God, he is known by Him.  1 Cor. 8:3
The Lord knows who is His.  2 Tim. 2:19
Grace and peace in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.  2 Pet. 1:2
But perhaps the clearest of all Scriptures concerning the importance of being known by the Lord can be found in Matt. 7:22-23 which describes an event "on that day" at the return of Jesus to judge the world.

Calling Jesus Lord, Lord, many people would come and claim a friendly association with Him.  They had performed great works in Jesus' name:  prophesying, casting out demons, performing many miracles.  Jesus turned them away because He never knew them, and their works were lawlessness!

Paul points out here that a change occurs with salvation:  Before being justified, a person does not know God.  This could be defined as not comprehending who God is or understanding what is true about Him.  In this condition, unsaved people are slaves to false and deceiving gods. That would include those who had followed a religion of works or those who had worshiped pagan gods.  However, now that they know God and are known by Him, how could they turn back to those weak and worthless religious practices?  Did they want to be enslaved all over again!  They had returned to ritualistic observance of days, months, seasons and years.  Paul also addressed this issue in his letter to the believers in Colossians 2:16-17.  "No one is to act your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day, things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ."  All of the OT feasts and observances were always about Jesus.
Their behavior was discouraging to Paul who feared his efforts to bring them the gospel and instruct them in sound doctrine might have been in vain, producing nothing.

Galatians 4:12-20
Faithful to the truth
Up to this point, Paul had been confrontational with the Judaizers instructing them in sound doctrine and admonishing them for their failure to remain steadfast in what he had taught them.  Now, however, he turns to a more personal approach.  Paul identified with them and recalled their kindness when he had brought the gospel to them.  This may be in reference to what is recorded in Acts 13:13-14 when Paul was in the area of Galatia and was probably suffering with bouts of malaria.  Whatever his illness, they had accepted Paul as a messenger from God, even acknowledging him as an apostle of Jesus.
Their devotion to Paul had been sacrificial (would have even plucked out their eyes for him).  Now, when he is telling them truth that they are resisting, Paul wondered if they considered him their enemy.

In v. 17-18, Paul points to the tactics used by the false teachers who were drawing them away from truth.  Paul urged them to be consistent in what they already knew to be true, and not only when Paul was physically present with them.  In v. 19-20 Paul states his determination to pursue righteousness in them until it is complete, whether present with them or absent.  Their behavior is troubling to Paul for he has constant concern for all the churches.  2 Cor. 11:28
Galatians 4:21-31
An Old Testament Illustration
Beginning a further argument, Paul asks those who wish to be under the Law, do they even listen to what they desire?  Paul had demonstrated to them through the Scriptural record of Abraham's salvation by faith, and for another example he turns to an allegory, a long metaphor where actions and events have underlying meaning.  Abraham had two sons who were different in many ways:
They had different mothers:
Ishmael's mother, Hagar, was a slave.  





Isaac's mother, Sarah, was a free woman.


Their birth was different:
     Ishmael was born of the flesh, a human desire not from God.





     Isaac was born to fulfill God's promise.
The heritage line was different:
Through Ishmael, came an inheritance of bondage.






Through Isaac, came the inheritance of promise.

They represent two covenants:

Mt. Sinai is the Law which condemned.







Mt. Zion in Jerusalem is where the Law was fulfilled







by Jesus and salvation came by grace through faith.

Adamantly, Paul shows them that Scripture gives them a command concerning these two opposite understandings of salvation:  Cast out the bondwoman and her son!  After all, because of God's grace demonstrated in the truth of the gospel, believers are children of the free woman, children of the promise to Abraham.
The Law Interpreted by Grace
God revealed the new covenant of grace in the OT which is quoted for us in Hebrews 8 which declares the superiority of the New Covenant over the old one of the Law.  A quick outline would be:
v. 1
   The old covenant had worship in the tabernacle/temple.  The new covenant at God's throne.
v. 2
   Our perfect High Priest is better than the Levitical high priest who had to be cleansed.

v. 3-4
   The sacrifice is better:  The priests offered animals; Jesus offered Himself.

v. 5-13
   The Law was mediated by Moses, ruined by Israel's sin, and written on dead stones.


   The New Covenant is mediated by Jesus, restored by His sacrifice, and written on living hearts.

The New Covenant made the old one obsolete.
However, believers are obligated by loving Jesus to keep His commandments.  Jesus spoke to the validity of the commandments, and revealed the depth of obedience which is required.  Let's take a look.

Exodus 20:1-17  Then God spoke all these words, saying, "I am the LORD your God,  


who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

Commandment No. 1

3  
You shall have no other gods before Me. 






Matthew 22:36-40  "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?"  


And Jesus said to him, "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great and foremost commandment.  The second is like 
it, you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend the whole 
Law and the Prophets."
Commandment No. 2

4-6  
You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above 


or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. You shall not worship them or serve 
them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing loving-
kindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.  

Matthew 6:24  No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, 
or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth.
Commandment No. 3

7  
You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD 


will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain. 




1 Corinthians 10:31  Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, 

do all to the glory of God.
Commandment No. 4

8-11  
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. "Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 

but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work,


you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or 


your sojourner who stays with you.  For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, 


the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the 
sabbath day and made it holy.




(See discussion below.)
Commandment No. 5

12  
Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged 


in the land which the LORD your God gives you. 





Ephesians 6:1-3  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  


Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with promise) 


so that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth.
Commandment No. 6

13  
You shall not murder. 








Matthew 5:21-22  You have heard that the ancients were told, "You shall not commit murder" 
and "Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court."  But I say to you that everyone who 
is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother "You 
good-for-nothing" shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says "You fool" shall 
be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.
Commandment No. 7

14  
You shall not commit adultery. 







Hebrews 13:4  Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be 
undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.

Commandment No. 8

15  
You shall not steal. 









Ephesians 4:28  He who steals must seal no longer; but rather he ust labor, performing with his 
own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need.
Commandment No. 9

16  
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 




James 5:12  But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any 
other oath; but your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you ay not fall under judgment.
Commandment No. 10

17 
 You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's 


wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or 

anything that belongs to your neighbor." 






Hebrews 13:5  Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with 
what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you,  nor will I ever forsake you."
Now, about Commandment No. 4 . . . .

As we have seen, all of the commandments were confirmed in the New Testament except for observing the sabbath.  There is a weekly sabbath and also worship sabbaths (Passover, Pentecost, etc.) given to Israel.  Observing the sabbaths was a sign of God's covenant with Israel whereby the world would know that they belonged to Him.  Ex. 31:12-17   Christians do not observe the weekly day of rest, which would be Saturday, when even picking up sticks for a fire would bring a death penalty.  Also, Christians do not observe the Jewish festivals:  Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles.

Jesus said that the sabbath was made for man, not man for the sabbath.  Mark 2:27, Luke 6:5  Sabbath rest for Christians is revealed in Heb. 4:1-11.   Christians worship on Sunday, the first day of the week, marking both Jesus' resurrection and Pentecost.  Acts 20:7, 1 Cor. 16:2   
A believer's new commandment is given by Jesus in John 13:34-35:   A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.
The church has ten commandments. 
1

