Christian Belief Systems          
1.  Pelagianism


The monk Pelagius who lived from 354 AD until sometime in the year 400 instigated 

this system.  People holding this view believe that the Fall did not affect Adam’s and 

Eve’s descendants.  Rather they believe that everyone is capable to being saved from 

the wrath of God by their own efforts.  They believe that we don’t need the grace of 

God to be saved, but grace can facilitate moral perfection.  They believe that people are basically good and that sin does not change that basic moral nature.  This belief system 

was condemned at the Church’s Synod of Carthage in 418.

2.  Semi-Pelagianism


John Cassian (360-435 AD) who was an abbot of a monastery instigated this belief 

system.  It is sometimes called “Cassianism.”  Believer of this system rejected Pelagianism 

by saying that the Fall did affect the descendants of Adam and Eve, but that there was enough good left in people so that by using the grace of God a person can achieve righteousness.  

They believe that grace is given so that he who has begun to believe may be assisted, but

 not that God has to first give people the power to believe.  They believe that God desires 

to save all people and that predestination is based on divine foreknowledge.  They believe 

that God’s grace is resistible.  They believe that faith precedes regeneration, that salvation

 is synergistic from the beginning, that the entire process of salvation is synergistic, and that the sinner is not spiritually dead but merely wounded.

3.  Augustinianism


Augustine lived from 354-430 AD and after his conversion he taught that both Pelagianism and Semi-Pelagianism were incorrect.  He taught that the sinner indeed was spiritually dead and in need of Divine regeneration that is monergistic at the beginning of salvation.  The Fall affects everyone; there is no good in people so they are in need of the grace of God to begin 

the salvation process.  He taught that God’s grace is irresistible, that faith follows regeneration as a gift of God, that the process of salvation is synergistic after the initial rebirth, that the person can and does choose Christ after regeneration, and that the sinner saved by the grace 

of God will persevere forever.

4.  Arminianism


At about 1600 AD in the Dutch Reformed Church there were several factions battling 

for dominance.  One was the supralapsarians who believed that before God created the 

world He decreed who should be saved and who should be damned.  There were the infralapsarians who believed that after the Fall God decreed who should be saved and 

who should be damned.  The Remonstrants were a group of people who protested against 

both of these beliefs.  Jacob Arminius was a professor of theology at the University of 

Leiden and he set out to refute the Remonstrants but he became convinced by them, which 

led to the development of Arminianism.  This belief system rejects limited atonement, irresistible grace, and perseverance of those who choose to believe.  They hold that Christ 

died for every person who ever lived, that salvation is by faith alone, that those who believe 

are saved, that those who reject God’s grace are lost, and that God does not elect people for either outcome.  The Church’s Synod at Dort condemned Arminianism in 1619.
