Bible Study involves the following process:
Observation
       
This is the purpose of your homework and will prepare you for class.
      


Just reading for information
What does it say?




5 Ws (who, what, when, where, why) and an H (how)




     For example:





Who wrote it, to whom was it written





What is the subject of the writing





When was it written





Where did the events occur





Why was it written





How did the author prove his point




Looking for repeated words, lists, geographical or time references 

Interpretation
What does it mean?
  This is the goal of our class time.




There are rules for interpretation which will keep us from error.


Context is the first rule of interpretation.


      Establishing context:




Scriptural:
Type of literature:  history, prophecy, poetry, proverb





Theme or purpose of the chapter, section, book





Historical and cultural:    The time in which it was written






     How it relates to Greek or Jewish culture



Theological:
What we know about the character and purposes of God.


Consistency:
There are no contradictions in Scripture.




The Bible defines itself.     Cross references confirm our understanding.


Clarity:
Define words




The explicit interprets the implicit.  If something seems implied, 





there must be an explicit occurrence elsewhere in Scripture.




Acknowledge that some things in the Bible are just not clear.


Translations are not considered inerrant - only the original manuscripts, and we have only



copies of those.  Greek and Hebrew word studies, cross references and commentaries



(which includes study Bibles) may be helpful.  No verse has unique interpretation 



but must be compatible with what is clearly stated.  There are no contradictions.


Scripture does not take on new meanings but may have many applications.


A correct understanding cannot be different from 



what was understood by those who read or heard these things first.

Application:

The goal of Bible Study is to apply what has been learned.


We can do that only if we have diligently observed and interpreted Scripture.


This endeavor must result in a greater love for God and a deeper desire to



please and glorify Him in all aspects of our lives.
