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Since the author of Hebrews makes it very clear that Jesus is greater then angels, we should look carefully at what the Bible tells us about them. One of the best books on the subject is by Billy Graham entitled “Angels”. Much more can be said that will be reported here so the interested reader is asked to read Billy Graham’s book and other reputable books on the subject. 

The Hebrew word for angel is malak (Strong’s number 4397) and the Greek word is aggleos (Strong’s number 32). Generally the word means messenger or ambassador. The Bible mentions angels almost 300 times. Contrary to popular depictions of angels, they are all shown as males in the Bible. There are only three angels named in the Bible: Gabriel, Michael, and Lucifer (Satan). Jewish literature has other names for angels such as Raphael. They are created beings (Col 1:16). 

Col 1:16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him.

In Job we read of the morning stars and the sons of God singing and this probably refers to the angels singing at the creation of the universe as we know it today so we assume they were created earlier:

Job 38:6-7 "On what were its bases sunk? Or who laid its cornerstone, 7When the morning stars sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for joy?

We do not know how many angels exist but we are told some numbers. The following and other sources lead people to consider that there are trillions of angels. A Roman legion was 6000 soldiers. A myriad is sometimes interpreted as innumerable and the general definition of the word is “a very large, indefinite number”. 

Matt 26:53 "Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?

Rev 5:11 And I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands,

Psalm 68:17 The chariots of God are myriads, thousands upon thousands; The Lord is among them as at Sinai, in holiness.

Daniel 7:10 "A river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; The court sat, And the books were opened.

Heb 12:22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels,

Deut 33:2 And he said, "The Lord came from Sinai, And dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount Paran, And He came from the midst of ten thousand holy ones; At His right hand there was flashing lightning for them.

There seem to be ranks and different authorities among the angels. The seraphim (Isa 6:1-6) and cherubim (Ezek 10) minister at the very throne of God and follow in order after the archangel (Michael in Jude 9 and perhaps Lucifer before his fall) and angels. Gabriel is prominently mentioned in scripture but he is never referred to as an archangel. Michael is considered the guardian angel of Israel (Daniel 12:1).
Angels do not marry (Mark 12:25) and do not die (Luke 20:36). 

Mark 12:25 "For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.

Luke 20:36 for neither can they die anymore, for they are like angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.

They are spirit beings who can take human form in carrying out the commands of God. They are not to be worshiped (Col 2:18). They bless and obey God (Psa 103:19-21) and carry out God’s judgments (Psa 78:49; Matt 13:41-42). 

Col 2:18 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind,

Psalm 103:19-21 The Lord has established His throne in the heavens; And His sovereignty rules over all. 20Bless the Lord, you His angels, Mighty in strength, who perform His word, Obeying the voice of His word! 21Bless the Lord, all you His hosts, You who serve Him, doing His will.

Psalm 78:49 He sent upon them His burning anger, Fury, and indignation, and trouble, A band of destroying angels.

Matt 13:41-42 "The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, 42and will cast them into the furnace of fire; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Angels rejoice over the salvation of even one person:

Luke 15:10 "In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."

They can have a frightening appearance:

Matt 28:3-4 And his appearance was like lightning, and his garment as white as snow; 4and the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men.

Angels are among us but not necessarily recognized (Heb 13:2). Little ones have angels before the face of God (Matt 18:10). 

Heb 13:2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.

Matt 18:10 "See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you, that their angels in heaven continually behold the face of My Father who is in heaven.

Angels were created sinless but some sinned and Isaiah told clearly the plan of Satan:

Isaiah 14:12-14 "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations! 13But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north. 14I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.'

One-third of the angels followed Satan in his sin against God (Rev 12:4) and there is eternal punishment awaiting them (Matt 25:41; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). 

Rev 12:4 And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven, and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her child.

Matt 25:41 "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;

2Peter 2:4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;

Jude 1:6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day.

Our weapons in spiritual warfare are the angels working against Satan and his forces:

2Cor 10:3-4 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, 4for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

The fallen angels distort the gospel to deceive people:

Gal 1:8 But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed.

2Cor 11:14-15 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds.

1John 4:1-3 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.

Angels do not rule but are ministering spirits for God’s family (Heb 1:13-14) and they will be judged by the saints (1 Cor 6:2-3). 

Heb 1:13-14 But to which of the angels has He ever said, "Sit at My right hand, Until I make Thine enemies A footstool for Thy feet"? 14Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?

1Cor 6:2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is judged by you, are you not competent to constitute the smallest law courts?

Angels ministered to Jesus and will accompany the returning of Christ:

Matt 4:11 Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.

Matt 25:31 "But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.
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