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Chapter 18
Verses 1—15 are a continuation of the conversation in Gen. 17:15—21.

Verses 1—8 
Abraham encounters the LORD
 


The oaks of Mamre are at Hebron.  


Abraham lived there when God told him to walk the land and he built an altar there.  (13:14—18)


Abraham lived there when war broke out in the valley. He had allies there.  (14:13—14, 24)


18:1 says that the LORD appeared, and verse 2 identifies three men.


verse 13 says that the LORD speaks.  19:1 identifies two angels who came to Sodom.

Abraham offers hospitality:
he ran to meet them





bowed himself to the earth






asked them to stay (not pass by)






offered them rest and to wash their feet






offered them bread






identified himself as their servant


Abraham prepared:
bread cakes





a choice calf





curds and milk (curds would have been cheese or butter)


Abraham stood by while they ate.

Verses 9—15 

Sarah encounters the LORD


They inquired about Sarah (perhaps to get her attention).  Abraham answered.


In verse 10, the antecedent for the pronoun “he” must be referenced to verse 1—the LORD.


Sarah was listening and heard that

the LORD will return








at this time next year








Sarah will have a son


and Sarah laughed.  In 17:17, Abraham laughed. 



They both believed that a child would be impossible.


The LORD’s answer was:  Is anything too difficult for the LORD?     v. 14

Isa. 59:1
LORD’s hand is not short that it cannot save; ears not dull that He cannot hear.


Rom. 16:25
He is able to establish you.


Eph. 3:20
He is able to do more than we ask or think


2 Tim. 1:12
He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him.


Heb. 7:25
He is able to save; makes intercession


In verse 15 Sarah denies that she laughed.  Was the LORD deceived?  Never.



Romans 4:16—22; Heb. 11:11—12 

Verses 16—19

The LORD reveals to Abraham another purpose of His visit:

God tells His people what He is doing in the world through prophets and His Word.


Verse 19 is particularly significant:




The LORD has chosen Abraham



     
chosen



to command his children and his household after him

commanded



to keep the way of the LORD 




enabled



by doing righteousness and justice



in order that (a motive or aim) the LORD may



bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about him.
Verses 20—21 pose some interesting questions:


The LORD has heard an outcry and He is going down to see what is happening!


We know that God is three persons:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.


Access to the Father is ONLY through the Son.


The Father does not hear the prayers of sinners, therefore any outcry heard about the wickedness 


in Sodom and Gomorrah would have been from believers.


Also, the One who judges is Jesus.  He will come to earth for the final judgment as well.


Psalm  96:13
He will come to judge the earth with righteousness and faithfulness.


Isa. 2:4 (end times) His judgment will bring peace.


Acts 10:42 and 2 Tim. 4:1  Jesus appointed by God to judge the living and the dead.


Acts 17:31
A fixed day for judgment in righteousness


Romans 14:10 and 2 Tim. 4:1
 We will all stand before the judgment seat of God.

Verse 22 tells us that while the two men left, Abraham was still standing before the LORD.


An interesting conversation follows through verse 33.  It seems like a negotiation, but

we see the LORD’s patience in revealing to Abraham the severity of the sin and the


righteousness of the judgment to come.


Abraham’s questions are reasonable and consistent with what he knew about God’s character.


The LORD had a history of rescuing the righteous from judgment:
     2 Peter 2:4—9 

Chapter 19
Verses 1—29 describe the events leading up to the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.

These two angels must have made an extraordinary impression:



Lot rose to meet them and bowed down



Lot was concerned for their safety in the town square 



Lot insisted they stay at his home



Lot prepared a feast for them



The men of the city came and demanded that the angels be turned over to them




for sensuous purposes



Lot asked them to not act wickedly and offered his two daughters to them (What!)



The men refused Lot’s offer and demeaned him (came in as alien, now a judge?)



The men rushed the door of Lot’s house and Lot was pulled in by the angels.



The angels blinded the men at the door.



The angels asked about others in the house.  Get them out!  



The angels are going to destroy the city on direct orders from the LORD.



Lot’s sons-in-law thought he was just joking.



Next morning, the angels told Lot to take his wife and two daughters and leave.



When Lot hesitated, the angels compelled them all out of the city.



One angel told Lot to escape to the mountains and not to look back.



Lot refused to go so far, but he wanted to stop at a nearby small town.



The angel granted safety to Lot in the town.  And the town was called Zoar (littleness).



When the sun was up, the LORD rained brimstone and fire from heaven on




Sodom and Gomorrah.



But Lot’s wife looked back and became a pillar of salt.    See Luke 9:62—don’t look back!

When Abraham rose and went to the place where he had talked with the LORD, the smoke from



Sodom and Gomorrah ascended like a furnace.


God destroyed the cities, but remembered (acted on behalf of His covenant with) Abraham



and rescued Lot.


Indeed, the LORD knows how to punish the wicked and preserve the righteous!

How great was the destruction?  It was to be the standard for absolute annihilation.

Deut. 29:22—23 A warning to Israel before entering the Promised Land.


S&G = brimstone, burning waste, unsown and unproductive

Isa. 1:7—10
A warning to Judah of their fate for failing to repent.



S&G = desolate, burned, strangers, no survivors

Isa. 13:19—22 A prophecy concerning Babylon.



S&G = never inhabited; desert creatures and owls, shaggy gats, hyenas, jackals
Jer. 49:17—18
 A prophecy concerning Edom. (See also 50:40)



S&G = object of horror; people  hiss; no one will live there
Zeph. 2:8—9
A prophesy concerning Moab.



S&G = nettles; salt pits; perpetual desolation; plundered
2 Pet. 2:6
The extent of the destruction. 


S&G – reduced to ashes; an example

Sodom and Gomorrah also serve as a warning:

Matt 10:12—15 (Luke 10:10—12)
Jesus’ instruction to disciples:


City judged for rejecting gospel would be like S&G.

Matt. 11:20—24 (Luke 10:13—15)  Warning to those who would not repent.


Judged more severely than Sodom.

Our culture affirms homosexuality as an acceptable “alternate lifestyle.”  However, God is quite clear about the sinfulness of sodomy.


Lev. 18:22
Lev. 20:13
 Jude 1:7
Rom. 1:26—32    1 Cor. 6:9—10
1 Tim. 1:8—11

Gen. 19:30—38 give us details about what happened next to Lot.  He decided that the angel’s advice 

should be heeded, and Lot left Zoar for the mountains.  He and his two daughters lived in a cave.

Remember that the two sons-in-law to-be thought the coming destruction was a joke?  19:14

The daughters had no husbands and no children.  They saw themselves as the last generation!  That no man on earth would have them since they had lived in the city which had suffered such judgment.

Their solution was an incestuous relationship with their father which produced a son for each daughter.

Their descendants, the Moabites and Ammonites, remained enemies of Lot for the centuries to come.












See Deut 23:3—4 
Chapter 20

Abraham’s deceit and Abimelech’s sin
What happens next requires a time frame.  From 17:1—20:18 covers one year—the year in which Sarah would conceive and bear Abraham’s son.

Events from this chapter occur in Gerar, and Abimelech is king of the Philistines.

Once again Abraham presents Sarah as his sister (remember the events in Egypt), and once again the king took Sarah.  Several things are noteworthy:


Abimelech’s life was in danger because of his actions.    Abimelech pleaded for his nation


Abimelech pleaded his own integrity based on Abraham’s lie.  God knew Abimelech’s heart

God kept Abimelech from sinning against Him and did not let Abimelech touch Sarah


God told Abimelech to return Sarah to Abraham, and Abraham would pray for him


Failing to do so would result in the deaths of Abimelech and all who were his.


Abimelech admitted his sin but blamed Abraham.


Abraham’s excuse was that he knew no one feared God and his own life was at risk.



besides, Sarah really is his sister.


And maybe even God is at fault, for he caused me to leave home with this beautiful wife!


Abimelech restored Sarah to Abraham and made Abraham rich in livestock, servants, land, silver.


God had closed the wombs of Abimilech’s wife and maids until Abraham prayed.

This was an eventful year for Abraham.  What should he have learned about God?
