ABRAHAM   Lesson 3
Class Notes
Chapters 15—17

February 7, 2001
__________________________________________________________________________

Review:
11:24—32
Abram’s genealogy



12

God called Abram, introduced covenant with him





Abram goes to Canaan then Egypt  (Abram lied)



13

Abram divided land with Lot





God affirms covenant—people and land



14

War in the valley; encounter with Melchizedek

Gen. 15:1—6
Since there were no chapter/verse division in the original text, this reads 

as God’s response to Abram’s declaration in Gen. 14:22—24.  Abram should not fear, 
God is his shield (2 Sam. 22:31), and Abram’s reward would be very great.  

The next verses give us yet another affirmation of God’s covenant with Abram. 


- an heir from his own body (not Eliezer of Damascus; See Gen. 14:15—16)


- descendants as numerous as the stars (13:16 = dust)

Verse 6 is key in our understanding of salvation.   


Abram believed in the LORD; 


“believed” is Strong’s #539 aman  to trust, be firm, endure; 




be faithful, true; stand fast, trust, have belief



One believes by faith, which is a gift from God; Eph. 2:8—10; Rom. 10:17


and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.



“Reckoned” means imputed, counted, calculated, put into an account.


Romans 4:1—25 reveals this imputed righteousness.



v. 1—5
Abraham’s salvation; how he received it



v. 9—15
When Abraham received it:  before circumcision; before the Law



v. 16—25
The results of faith

a promise
(v. 18)









a problem
(v. 19)









perseverance
(v. 20—22) 



Our inheritance through faith
v. 16—17, 23—25 


Only belief grounded in faith (a gift of God, Eph. 2:8—10) results in righteousness


Demons believe
James 2:19


Simon believed and was baptized
Acts 8:12—13, 18—24 

Salvation is always by grace through faith, and then one believes, obeys, . . . .


  
Faith ( belief ( salvation ( works



Belief (without faith which comes from God) ( dead works ( unchanged heart


From Hebrews 11 we learn that faith is discernable:  substance, evidence



and that faith results in acts which glorify God.    Heb. 11:8—10 

Once again in verse 7—8 God assures Abram about the land, 


and Abram asks for further confirmation.

Following Abram’s request, God “cuts” covenant with Abram.  v. 9—12, 17—21 

Passing between the torn animals signified the punishment due one who breaks the 
covenant, invoking a self-maledictory oath or curse upon himself should he fail to keep 
it.  The smoking oven and flaming torch (v. 17) are consistent with the appearance of 
God to the sons of Israel in the wilderness.

Boundaries of the land are given in verses 18—21 

v. 18
geography:  From the river of Egypt to the river Euphrates
v. 19—21
inhabitants


Kenites (coppersmiths) SW shore of Dead Sea, SW of Hebron


Kenizzites (related to Kenites) S part of Canaan


Dadmonites, E and SE of Palestine


Hittites, modern Turken


Perizzites (people in valley with unwalled cities), southern Palestine


Rephaim:  Ashtaroth, east of Sea of Chinnereth

Amorite:  western highlands, W of Dead Sea


Canaanites:
W of Jordan River


Girgashites:
W of Jordan River


Jebusites:
hill country which includes Jerusalem
Gen. 16:1—16 
God’s Encounters with Hagar

 
Gen. 12:10-13:2
Abram went to Egypt; escaped with all he had, and he was very rich.

     Gen. 20:1-18
Abraham went to Gerar (Philistia) and he left with sheep, cattle and 


servants.

Gen. 16:1-16

Hagar was Sarai’s Egyptian maid (servant).  Hagar was bearing




Abraham’s child and because of Sarai’s harsh treatment, she




fled into the wilderness where she encountered the angel of the LORD.

Gen. 21:9-21

Ishmael is 14 years old when Sarah gave birth to Isaac and sent Hagar 


once again into the wilderness where she once again  encountered God.

Gen. 22:2 

God recognized only Isaac as Abraham’s son.

Gal. 4:22-31

Paul contrasts the covenant of salvation and freedom of the 




children of Sarah with the condition of slavery under the law




for the descendants of Hagar.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Genesis 16 describes an encounter of judgment, not blessing.

-  Sarai’s and Abram’s impatience did not deter God’s plans for Isaac (born 14 years after 
Ishmael).

-  Sarai and Abram were not relieved of the consequences of their rash act.

-  Hagar had to remain in a difficult situation.  God does not always relieve us of our trials.

-  God caused enmity between Ishmael’s and Isaac’s descendants and greatly increased the 
number of Ishmaelites who would war against the covenant line for all the generations to 
come.  Gen. 28:9; Gen. 37:27-28    All Arabs may be assumed to be descendants of 


Ishmael, including Mohammed.

-  God is always just, and even in forgiveness may not remove the consequences of sin.

-  The results of sin often afflict many succeeding generations.  See. Ex. 20:5.

-  God works all things according to His purposes—even sin.

-  We must trust God and wait for His perfect time to fulfill His promises.   Isa. 40:31
Gen. 16:3 states that Hagar was Abram’s wife (Strong’s #802) ishshah, 780x (Gen. references)

Adam and Eve (2:24-25), Noah and his wife (7:7); Abram and Sarai (11:29)


concubine is Strong’s #6370 pilegesh 37x; Reuman 22:24; Bilhah 35:22; Timna 36:12

Abram married Keturah (6 children) after Sarah’s death.  No record of Hagar’s death.

17:1—8
Abram’s covenant name


Abram =
father of a people  or  exalted father


Abraham =
father of a nation or nations

17:9—14
The covenant sign—circumcision 

17:15—16
Sarai’s covenant name


Sarai = 
contentious




Our new name Rev. 2:17


Sarah =
princess






 Isa. 62:2
YHWH, tetragrammaton     each new name included the H sound, the Spirit of God

17:17—21
Clarifying the covenant line—not Ishmael, but Isaac

17:22—27
First covenant circumcisions


