ABRAHAM
Lesson 1 Overview    

 HOMEWORK
Genesis 11:27—23:20 

This week we are going to read through the Genesis chapters which cover the life of Abram.

Although this may sound like a large task, each day will be quite manageable and we will gain an understanding of the major events and people surrounding this giant patriarch of Israel.

Day One
Read Gen. 11:27—12:20 and note the following:

As we learn of Terah’s descendants, refer to your Family Tree chart and locate each person mentioned.  List each one and note their relationship to Abram.

Several geographical sites are mentioned.  Locate each one on either of the two maps attached.

What happened in Ur?  _________________________________________________

What happened in Haran?  __________________________________________

What happened near Bethel and Ai?
_______________________________________

From there, where is Abram headed?   ________________________ 

What caused him to continue further? ____________Where did Abram end up? _____________

Who told Abram to go to Egypt? __________  

How did Abram plan to solve anticipated problems in Egypt? ___________________________

What happened to Sarai? _________________________________________________
How did this turn out for Abram?  v. 16 __________________________________________
What was God’s action in this situation? ______________________________________

What was the end result? ________________________________________________

Day Two
Read Chapters 13 and 14, noting the following:
As Abram left Egypt, where did he go? ___________________________

Abram and Lot were shepherds and they prospered.  What problem did this cause, and how did Abram solve it? ______________________________________________________________

We are told that Lot’s choice was hazardous.  Why? _________________________

In verses 14-17 God restates his promise to Abram from 12:1-3.  What did God tell Abram to do?  _______________________________ Where did Abram settle then? _________________

While Abram had lived in the mountains, he had enjoyed peace.  The valley land, however, brought conflict and war.  Read Chapter 14:1-16 and note the people and places mentioned—some of them are on your Family Tree chart.  

What happened to Lot and what did Abram do about it? ________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Verses 17—24 describe Abram’s encounter with Melchizedek.  Melchizedek is a “type” of Christ.  What parallels to you see? _________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Day Three
Read Chapters 15—17 and note the following:

Chapter 15 describes God’s covenant with Abram.

The first promise was in Gen. 12:1-3, the next elaboration was in 13:14-17, and in

15:1-5 what new information is given? _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

How did Abram become righteous? v. 6 ______________________________________

How was this covenant sealed or executed?   verses 7—11, 17—21 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Note the tribes of people who occupied the land promised to Abram.  They would have been descendants of ________________________. 

Now look at verses 12—16.  This is very important information, and succeeding generations will wonder how this could come about.  For us, it is important to know that the enslavement of Abraham’s descendants was always part of God’s plan for them. 

Read Chapter 16.  How would Sarai have had an Egyptian maid? ________________________

What led Sarai to try to fulfill God’s promises on her own? _____________________________

When Hagar was pregnant, she fled to the wilderness where she encountered “the angel of the LORD.”  Was this an encounter of blessing or judgment? ________________________

Why do you think so? ____________________________________________________

How old was Abram when Ishmael was born? __________ How many years had passed since God’s initial promise? ______________

Read Chapter 17.  Verses 1-14 elaborate on God’s covenant promises to Abram.  

Note anything new: __________________________________________________________

What do you think is the significance of changing Abram’s name? _____________________

What is the “sign” of this covenant? ________________ 

Who will bear this sign? __________________________________________

God also changed Sarai’s name to _______________________.  Any ideas why? ________

What are God’s promises to Sarah? _____________________________________________

How did Abraham and Sarah respond to God’s promises? ___________________________

Would God accept Ishmael as a fulfillment? _________________  Why not? _____________

Why would God bless Ishmael? ___________________  

Would Ishmael’s descendants be a blessing to Abraham?  ____________________See 16:12
Did Abraham observe the covenant sign ordained by God? _____________

Day Four
Read Chapters 18—20 and note the following:

In Chapter 18, Abraham has another encounter with the LORD.  

In verses 9—15 the LORD once again confirmed His covenant with Abraham.  


What was Sarah’s reaction? ________________________

In verses 16-19, we gain some insight into why God chose Abraham.  What do you observe from these verses? ___________________________________________________________

In verses 20—33 is a conversation between the LORD and Abraham about the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah.  What do you think is the purpose of this discussion? ______________

_________________________________________

Chapter 19 describes the destruction of Sodom and God’s dealing with Lot. 

What was the primary sinfulness in Sodom? ____________________________

How was Lot rescued? _______________________________

Remember that Lot was wealthy when he moved into the valley.  At Sodom’s destruction, what did he take with him? _______________________________________

How did the LORD destroy Sodom and Gomorrah?_________________________

What happened to Lot’s wife? _______________________________  Why? ______________

Verse 29 tells us why the LORD rescued Lot.  _______________________________________

Verses 30-38 give us sad outcome of Lot’s rescue.  Refer to your Family Tree chart and note Lot’s descendants.  The Ammonites and Moabites will have major roles in the future of Israel.

Chapter 20 tells about Abraham’s next trip to Egypt.  Locate on the map the cities mentioned.

Abraham’s first “wife crisis in Egypt”  was with Pharaoh 12:10—20, and now he encounters Abimelech, king of Gerar.  

God appeared to Abimelech in a dream, and what was the king’s response? ________________

 _________________________________________________________
What was Abraham’s explanation for the “misunderstanding”?___________________________

_________________________________________________________

What was the outcome for Abraham? ___________________________________________


for Sarai? _________________________________________________________

for Abimelech? _________________________________________________________

Day Five
Read Chapters 21—23 and answer the following:

In Chapter 21 the LORD now begins to act on behalf of Abraham and Sarah.  What does the Scripture say about the timing of this event? ________________________________________

From these verses, what does the name “Isaac” mean? ________________________________

Verses 9—21 describe for us yet another altercation between Sarah and Hagar, and Hagar once again had an encounter with “the angel of God.”  What was the outcome? ________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Verses 22—34 describe a dispute between Abraham and Abimelech (remember him?) over a well.  Where is Abraham living at this time? _________________________________

Read Chapter 22.  This is one of the most significant events in Abraham’s life prophesying the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  Note the sequence of events and the persons named.

Where is Moriah? __________________ Do we know what this site is today? _____________ What did Abraham’s obedience prove? _____________________________________________

Verses 20-24 give us the descendants of Abraham’s brother Nahor.  Note this lineage on your chart of Abraham’s Family Tree.

Chapter 23 details for us the death and burial of Sarah.  Note the people involved and the location of Sarah’s tomb.  Later we will see who else will be buried there!
_____________________________________________

That completes our overview!   Now, that wasn’t so difficult after all!
