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1Tim 6:1-2 Let all who are under the yoke as slaves regard their own masters as worthy of all honor so that the name of God and our doctrine may not be spoken against. 2And let those who have believers as their masters not be disrespectful to them because they are brethren, but let them serve them all the more, because those who partake of the benefit are believers and beloved. Teach and preach these principles.
Paul also wrote to the church in Ephesus regarding the obedience of the slaves to their masters:

Eph 6:5-6 “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 6not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.
Slavery has been described as a horrible abomination for slaves are someone else’s property, their will is subject to someone else, and their labor is obtained at the will of their owner. Why did neither Jesus nor the apostles then push for the absolution of slavery? What is more important, someone’s worldly status or someone’s spiritual status? I would hope that everyone would answer the spiritual status. There were over 50 million slaves in the Roman Empire and about one-third of the inhabitants of Rome were slaves so a slave revolution would have been very destructive to the Empire and such an emphasis would have consumed their time. Their concern was not for the maintenance of the Roman society even with freed slaves but with the spiritual states of the people. 
The Social Gospel has been criticized because of its total emphasis on repairing the social status of people without a focus on evangelism. Of course the church organization should be concerned with feeding the starving people in the world and relieving their suffering from horrible leaders who, in essence, enslave them. But the primary emphasis of the visible church should be evangelism:
Matt 28:19-20 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. "

History teaches that whenever the emphasis of restoration is physical the people are still the same and their situations will soon revert to another situation that requires more efforts. But if people are changed on the inside they will work to also change their physical situations and the church organization can then help them in that regard also. Jesus taught a parable about the problem resulting from a surface “cleaning”:
Matt 12:43-45 "Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places, seeking rest, and does not find it. 44"Then it says, 'I will return to my house from which I came'; and when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, swept, and put in order. 45"Then it goes, and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this evil generation."
The key to understanding the above is that the unclean spirit came back to the house where he had been and found that it was unoccupied. It was swept and put in order but unoccupied. We can help a person clean up his life and put it in order but unless the person is born again so that he is indwelt with the Holy Spirit the evil will come back and even in greater applications than previously. So even if slavery was completely done away with everywhere but the people were not justified before God the end result would be of no lasting value. All the freed slaves would be going to hell forever. The primary emphasis of the visible church must be evangelism. 
Paul clearly taught that there were no differences before the Lord of all people:

Eph 6:9 And, masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.
Gal 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

Rom 10:12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call upon Him;
Paul wrote that masters of slaves should treat them justly since masters also have a Master:

Col 4:1 Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.

Paul did say that if slaves can become free they should do so but all justified people are slaves to Christ:

1Cor 7:21 Were you called while a slave? Do not worry about it; but if you are able also to become free, rather do that.

1Cor 7:22 For he who was called in the Lord while a slave, is the Lord's freedman; likewise he who was called while free, is Christ's slave.
Paul wrote to Timothy that slaves should be examples of the best behavior if their masters were believers or not. The important concept is that the gospel message not be negated by improper behavior. Also verse two states that slaves should not take advantage of the Christian characteristics of their Christian masters as some seem to have done. These actions and attitudes of people are to be obeyed whether they are slaves in a physical sense or working under someone in some endeavor such as industry, academics, government, or whatever. Christians should be the best employees regardless of the religious convictions of their bosses. 
1Tim 6:3-5 If anyone advocates a different doctrine, and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, 4he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, 5and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. 
Just as the first spiritual weapon mentioned by Paul in Eph 6 is the truth of the word of God here he also emphasizes the absoluteness of the truth and how it must not be twisted. Paul teaches the doctrine of Jesus Christ (2Cor 13:3 since you are seeking for proof of the Christ who speaks in me, and who is not weak toward you, but mighty in you.). This is the teaching that conforms to godliness and any doctrine that is at odds with it then teaches against godliness. We have to know the truth and it will set us free from a false path to an apparent godliness as practiced by the false teachers. Paul says that these teachers are conceited so they are “full of themselves” leaving no room for Christ. They think that they understand a true doctrine of salvation but actually they do not understand anything about the gospel and its message of freedom from self and total dependence upon the Holy Spirit and the works of Jesus Christ. They have a morbid interest in controversial questions such as Creation and the End Times as people today try to make people think they understand those issues properly. Recently I heard someone in a local church say that anyone who did not believe in a literal six-day, 24-hour creation was not a Christian and such a statement would be met with extreme denial by Paul. People claiming to have a knowledge of events of which the Bible is not explicit are exactly the kind of people Paul is warning Timothy. 
Such teachings lead to five results. One is envy as the false teacher is trying to make people think that they have some secret knowledge and should be envied for such insights. Another is strife, which is the spirit of competition and contention that should not be present in the body of Christ. The third is malicious talk or abusive language as the false teachers criticize Paul and other teachers of the doctrines of Christ. The fourth is evil suspicions for Christian fellowship is built upon mutual trust and not suspicion. Telling people the person teaching something about Creation or the End Times that is not congruent with Christian doctrine is certainly not promoting Christian fellowship. We cannot have Christian fellowship with people teaching a false doctrine but such must be properly tested by the Bible and not just an opinion based upon someone’s interpretation that may be false. The fifth result is constant friction since there cannot be compatibility between true and false doctrine. I am reminded of Paul’s comment to the church at Galatia: Gal 5:26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another. In Christian theology there are points, or items of which there can be no difference of opinion such as the resurrection of Jesus Christ. There are also pernts, or items about which Christians can differ on their interpretations such as the mode of baptism. Pernts should not be divisive issues within the church. 
These false teachers Paul describes as men of depraved mind who are devoid of the truth. Twisted minds will undoubtedly lead to twisted relationships. He goes on to write that these people consider their form of godliness to be a means to material gain so that these people are teaching for their own personal worldly gain. This type of gain can be psychological or material as such people usually have such an inflated ego that they just want it to be fed by the people they are teaching. The actions of Simon the magician (Acts 8:9-24) led to the coining of the word “simony” to mean the purchase and sale of spiritual privilege or church office. Such led to the discrediting of the church during the Middle Ages on the sale of indulgences. 
1 Tim 6:6-10 But godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by contentment. 7For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. 8And if we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. 9But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang.

Paul then senses a way to segue into a teaching about the true rewards of godliness. A critical test for one’s sense of godliness is whether or not he is content with his present mental, spiritual, and physical state. We come into the world totally dependent upon those around us to provide what we need to survive and we are totally self-centered in having those needs met. As we develop we should develop a sense of wanting to help others but total contentment is not a standard trait among adults. We should be content with the basic food and clothes and housing needed to maintain our health. Paul elsewhere taught that he was such a person as did the writer of Hebrews:
2Cor 12:10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

Phil 4:11 Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.

Heb 13:5 Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,"
The more dependent we are upon Jesus Christ the more content we should be as we know that He is Lord of all and that He loves us. But as one accumulates more wealth the sin nature tries to twist the person into a desire for more material gain. Such a drive leads into other sins as we have seen in churches, education, government, and industry. We recently saw many educators caught in a cheating scheme of changing student test scores so that the teachers would be rewarded with awards and money. Many people have been led into ruin as a result of a desire for more psychological and monetary rewards. 
Verse 10 has been quoted and misquoted by many people. It does not state that money is the root of all sorts of evil but that the love of money is the root of all sorts of evil. People falling away from the faith for the love of money does not mean that they lost their faith but that they never had such and their actions reveal the true state of their hard heart. Another proper understanding of “faith” is doctrine and Paul could mean here that the false teachers have departed from orthodox doctrine. Many TV preachers urge people to send in “seed money” to their ministry and God will pour out blessings upon them. Many pastors say the same thing in pulpits without calling it seed money. But if one’s goal for sending money to a church or a particular leader is the rewards that God will give them then their true hearts are revealed also. These sinful actions have led to many people piercing themselves with many a pang. So Paul teaches a powerful message on the spiritual gains of godliness in opposition to material or psychological personal gain. The secret is not a total dependence upon self but a total dependence upon Christ Jesus. Thus the “secret” formula is: godliness + contentment ( spiritual gain. This is congruous with Jesus’ teaching:

Matt 6:19 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.

Paul is not teaching destitution or some stoic philosophy. He is teaching contentment with having the necessary essentials for life. He is not for poverty over wealth but for contentment over covetousness. 

1Tim 6:11-16 But flee from these things, you man of God; and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate, 14that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which He will bring about at the proper time-- He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords; 16who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.

Paul then contrasts Timothy with the false teachers by calling him “man of God”. As such he is to flee the things against false godliness and to pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness. As we learn more about the holiness of God we should be more hateful of the sin nature remaining in our basic nature. We should flee from sin and toward God. I have two rules: do not be where you are not supposed to be and if you find yourself by accident in a place where you should not be then flee quickly from it. This “place” can be physical or mental as we must always guard our mind to not be where it should not be. We cannot recognize a place as not being one where we should be unless we thoroughly understand where we should be. As one matures as a Christian he becomes more cognizant of places where he should not be. One place where the Christian should not be is in a state of covetousness. Paul also tells Timothy that he must fight as well as flee. He must be on guard against false doctrines and fight against them so that they do not bring conflict into the church. 
Timothy is then urged to take hold of the eternal life to which he has been called. Eternal life has two meanings: future and present. Paul is here telling Timothy to make his call to eternal life real here and now as he lives a life for Christ in a difficult environment. The combination of the calling and the confession means that Paul is referring to Timothy’s conversion and baptism rather than to his ordination. Paul is urging Timothy to seize the life to which he has been called and to live it to its fullest. “You cannot be what you can be until you be what you are.” This quotation was given to me by God over 30 years ago and is essentially what Paul is urging upon Timothy. Fulfill each moment of each day for the ministry of Christ Jesus and you will be prepared to be what He wants you to be later. Each day that we miss building upon our faith will result in a lack of ability to do what needs to be done later. 
Paul then gives Timothy the reason for doing what he must do as a minister of the gospel. The reason is that such is a command of God through His Son Jesus Christ. Jesus set the example for the confessions of all future followers by giving His faithful profession before Pontius Pilate that resulting in His crucifixion and resulting resurrection. There should be no fear in a Christian of the results of a confession of allegiance to Jesus Christ alone since the worse that anyone can do is to cause an abrupt change in location from the earth to heaven before God. Timothy is to keep the command without any blemish until the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. Such should be the motive of all Christians as we do not know when He will come again and we do not want to be caught sleeping when we should be fleeing and fighting for Him. Jesus gives life to all things and thus is concerned about all life. 
Paul then gives four aspects of God and then has to break out into a doxology. First he states that God is invincible and the only sovereign. He is King of kings and Lord of lords:

Rev 17:14 "These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful."

Second God is the only immortal being Who possesses life within Himself. Christians are immortal but they will die first whereas God cannot be kept by death even in human form as Jesus because eternal life is an innate property of His alone. Third God is inaccessible or beyond the reach of sinful people. The light in which He dwells will not tolerate any darkness
John 1:5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

1John 1:5 And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.
The fourth attribute of God mentioned by Paul is His invisibility to man. We can then only know Him as He has deemed it appropriate to know Him. 

John 1:18 No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.

Col 1:15 And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.
1Tim 6:17-19 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. 18Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.

Paul now makes it clear that being wealthy in a worldly sense is not a curse or a blessing. If one happens to have a lot of material wealth then it should be used to glorify God. Such people should not be conceited or to fix any hope on their material state. They instead should be devoted to God and do good works with what they have. They should be generous and quick to share with those in need. By demonstrating that their focus is on God and not on themselves they are laying up treasures for themselves in heaven: Matt 6:20 "But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; Wealthy people often become arrogant and full of their self-importance. They may brag about their possessions or become arrogant and demeaning toward others. By such conceited actions they reveal the true state of their hearts. They should guard against a false pride and a false security. The parable by Jesus of the unjust steward is appropriate here (Luke 16: 1- 13) as is His parable quoted in Luke 12:16- 21 where the rich person was concerned with hoarding his belongings rather then sharing them. The rich and the poor must seize the eternal life here and now in preparation for its future state. 
1Tim 6:20-21 O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called "knowledge"-- 21which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith. Grace be with you.

Paul now addresses Timothy in a family manner as he tells him to guard all that has been entrusted to him. He is to avoid worldly and empty chatter and also the opposing arguments of the false teachers that they falsely call knowledge. Paul also warned the church in Colossae of false knowledge by emphasizing “true” knowledge of Jesus Christ:
Col 2:2 that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself,

Col 3:10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him
Paul ends the letter with a prayer to Timothy and all with him. The “you” in “Grace be with you” is plural rather than singular so Paul is praying for God’s grace to be with all of them in the development of this church at Ephesus. 
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