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Preface

My mission and commission is to help God’s children live the Christian life, which I understand is working under the direction of our Lord Jesus Christ when he stated:

Matt 28:18 “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

Matt 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

Matt 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. "”

Jesus tells us to go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them and teaching them to observe His commandments.  The teaching of God’s people to observe the commandments of Jesus Christ is what I try to do in the power of Jesus Who promised to be with me to the end of this Gentile age. These writings were prepared while teaching a Sunday School class in a PCA church. 
Introduction

The authorship is clearly stated in the book:

1Peter1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen

1Peter 5:1 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed,

1Peter 5:12 Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him), I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!
The first verse states that Peter is sending the letter and 5:1 states that he was a witness of the suffering of Christ. The last verse states that he used Silvanus as his secretary. There have been some accusations that the letter was written by someone else because the Greek is excellent and Peter is described as uneducated: “Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John, and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were marveling, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13) The reference to Peter as uneducated and untrained could be in reference to the Jewish legal system. The use of Greek was widespread in the Middle East and his secretary could have cleaned up the Greek if Peter indeed was not fluent in that language. Although his native language was Aramaic, Peter was a successful business man in Galilee where Greek was the main language so he would have had to know the language. He quotes from the Septuagint that was the interpretation mainly used in the area. Peter ascribes his writing of this first letter in his second letter: “This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,” (2Peter 3:1) 
Peter and his brothers had a successful business that allowed them to own a nice home in Capernaum (Mark 1:29, 32-33; Luke 4:38). He was married and his wife traveled with him on some of his missionary trips (1 Cor 9:5). His birth name was Simon, which was a common name in the era and area in which he lived. His full name was Simon Barjona (Matt 16:17). At his first meeting with Jesus, He named him Cephas (John 1:42) that is Aramaic for “rock” with the Greek equivalent of “Peter”. Peter is called Simon in some of his key failures in life when he behaved more like his unregenerate self.

The letter was probably written from Rome as he uses Babylon as a code word for that city: “She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and so does my son, Mark.” (1 Peter 5:13) Because of the debauchery and idolatry of Rome the city was sometimes cryptically called Babylon. Peter is described elsewhere as persecuted by Nero and this would likely have happened shortly before Nero’s persecution in the summer of 64. The letter is then likely dated to 62-64. It is likely that the letter was written to Christians who had converted from paganism rather than out of Judaism:  “For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals, drinking parties and abominable idolatries. “(1 Peter 4:3) 
The first verse states that the letter was written to Christians scattered over a wide area that is now Turkey as indicated below. The top map shows the areas indicated in Peter’s letter and names of Biblical towns and the second shows the location relative to other areas: 
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They are living in a pagan society and life for Christians in such a society can be very difficult as those in America are beginning to understand. The church will be in conflict with society (1 Peter 4:7-18) and Christians must help each other (4:8, 10; 5:1-2). The purpose of the letter was to encourage the Christians who were facing suffering and persecution to trust in the grace of God and that one day the old will be replaced with the new: 

2Peter 3:11-12 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! 

Christians today can learn a lot from this letter in how to live in a difficult time when persecutions of Christians is becoming more common and Satan seems to be increasing his attack on the church.  
The letter can be summarized as follows:

1. An opening greeting and thanksgiving: C1:1-12

2. Basic characteristics of Christian living: C1:13-C2:10

3. Social conduct: C2:11-C3:12

4. Christian attitude toward hostility: C3:13-C5:11

5. Closing greeting: C5:12-14

Chapter One

1Peter 1:1-2 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure.

He first identifies himself as Peter who was an apostle of Jesus Christ. He then identifies the recipients of the letter as people scattered over a wide range of what is now Turkey. Saying that they are the chosen by the foreknowledge of God the Father would give them great peace for God is sovereign and has a specific purpose for His elect. This doctrine of election is not popular today but it is at the basis of Christianity and should give Christians great peace. He states that they are chosen and he elaborates on that concept in 2:9. Paul also taught this concept of election: “also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will” (Eph 1:11) Jesus also taught election as recorded in several verses such as: 
John 6:44 “No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.” 
John 13:18 “I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, 'He who eats My bread has lifted up his heel against Me.'”

Luke 18:7 now shall not God bring about justice for His elect, who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them?
John 17:6 "I manifested Thy name to the men whom Thou gave Me out of the world; Thine they were, and Thou gave them to Me, and they have kept Thy word.

JOohn17:9 "I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom Thou hast given Me; for they are Thine;
All Christians are aliens in the world and have citizenship in heaven:
Eph 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,
Phil 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;
Heb 11:13-16 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own. And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country that is a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.
He also states that they are scattered throughout a large geographical region. Although called to be an apostle to the Jews (Gal 2:7), this greeting does not mean that his audience are Jews. As stated in the introduction, it is likely that his audience were mainly Gentiles. Probably a large number of churches were in this area and so his letter would have been read by many early Christians. The Roman persecution would have caused a wide dispersion of Christians away from Rome.  
Peter uses the Triune nature of God in these first two sentences: Jesus Christ, God the Father, and the Spirit. He specifies the Spirit as the One involved in the total sanctification of each Christian. The Spirit applies double imputation resulting in instantaneous sanctification and then will be involved in the progressive sanctification of each believer.  The purpose of their being chosen is so they can obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood. This latter purpose will be elaborated later in the letter. Suffice it to say here that it refers back to the OT when blood was sprinkled on the altar and on the people of Israel by Moses (Exodus 24:3-8). This sprinkling of blood on the altar was a symbol of God’s commitment to forgiveness that was then realized in the sacrificial death of Jesus. The sprinkling of blood on the people was a symbol of the intention of God’s people to obey God’s law as stated clearly in:

1John 2:3-6 And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.
He closes his salutation with the hope that grace and peace will be given to them in the greatest measure by the Holy Spirit that is only available to those chosen by God. 
1Peter 1:3-5 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

Peter begins the major portion of the letter with a praise of God for their salvation that originated in God the Father. The Holy Spirit is the One working the salvation based upon the resurrection of Jesus Christ upon His completion of His work for the Father:
John 3:3-8 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?" Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. "Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' "The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit."
Thus the Trinity is involved in the salvation of everyone chosen by God for this mercy. Paul elaborated on this salvation in a letter to Titus:
Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.
Of course the phrase in Titus 2:11, salvation to all men, means to Jew and Gentile.  Not only does salvation provide forgiveness of all sin, it also cleanses the chosen people for eventual purification. 


Christians are born again to a living hope. The word “hope” for the Christian is full of promise and is a surety since it is living. The world apart from Christ has a dying hope or one that has no surety: “remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” (Eph 2:12) The verse above (Titus 2:13) stated that Christians look for the blessed hope of the appearing of Christ Jesus. So Christians have the hope that they will live forever in the presence of God and that one day Jesus will return to rule forever. Not only do Christians have that hope, they also are promised a permanent inheritance that is reserved in heaven. This inheritance is imperishable so nothing will ever decrease its value unlike any earthly inheritance the Israelites received or anyone’s inheritance on earth. Jesus referred to these treasures: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;” (Matt 6:19-20) 
Peter also writes that this inheritance is undefiled so that it is not touched by sin. He also writes that it will never fade away meaning that it will never lose its radiance. This inheritance is reserved in heaven for all Christians with the Holy Spirit given as a pledge: “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.” (Eph 1:13-14) Heaven is the most secure place in the universe and this precious inheritance is guarded there so that nobody can take away any of its eternal value. 

Peter then writes that those who have this inheritance are protected by the power of God. God is omnipotent so there is no other power that can remove Christians from His protection. The statement about the promised inheritance and protection would have provided the readers with confidence and the ability to deal with the coming persecutions and all Christians today should take away the same confidence. Faith and the power of God work together in the life of the Christian. God gave faith that is from Jesus and He is perfecting it in the life of the Christian: 

Heb 12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Phil 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
The culmination will be the total salvation to be revealed at the end time. The salvation of God’s children has three phases. The first phase is justification during which the person is regenerated and given faith so this the person already possesses. The second phase is progressive sanctification, which is the process each Christian works through as his sin nature is being totally purged and his Christ nature is maturing. The final stage is glorification when he will receive his glorified body in which he will live forever in the new heaven and new earth. It is this final stage to which Peter is referring in verse five. This picture of life forever with God provides great peace to each child of God so that he can endure the hardship of the world. 
1Peter 1:6-9

In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.


Having given them assurance of their rewards in the afterlife, Peter now returns to their situation on earth. Paul also referred to the comparison between sufferings for Christ on earth and the eternal glory awaiting him: “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” (Rom 8:18) Peter stresses that the trials will be of a relatively short time and that they are necessary. He uses a word translated trials that does not means any specific tribulation or persecution but refers to the general attitude of distrust and hatred toward them similar to that received by Christians today in the United States. Since horrible persecutions would come to these people the absence of such stated by Peter also indicates the early date of the letter. Gold is a very precious worldly element that is purified by fire that burns away the impurities. But their faith is more precious than gold for even gold will ultimately be destroyed. Their faith will not be destroyed by their trials but will be strengthened and further mature. Their faith will ultimately result in praise and glory at the second appearance of Jesus Christ. Like the readers of this letter, we Christians have not seen Jesus Christ but we love Him and believe in Him because we know of Him from the entire Word of God. The joy Christians have for Jesus Christ and all that results from His love for us cannot be expressed in human language. We praise Him for His work for our salvation and His continuing intervention for us. The result will be the salvation of their souls, meaning their person and not inferring some Greek notion of soul/body dichotomy. 
1Peter 1:10-12 
As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful search and inquiry, seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look.


This salvation is not new but has been part of the plan of God from before the foundation of the world and was anticipated by prophets of old from Moses to Malachi. Those prophets knew that the grace of salvation was coming to people in their future but they could not understand the details. By faith they received the salvation without the total revelation: “And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised,” (Heb 11:39) The Holy Spirit (Spirit of Christ) was indicating several aspects of this salvation to them including the sufferings and glories of Christ. The Holy Spirit revealed to them that such would not directly serve them but those in the future that Peter identified as including those receiving this letter. They also knew that the salvation would include people from all over the world and of all ethnicities (Isa 45:22; 49:6; 52:10). 

The prophets revealed that the Messiah would suffer (Psa 22), that He would triumph (Psa 2:6-9; Isa 9:6, 7), and that He would save (Isa 61:1-2). These last two verses were read by Jesus as He proclaimed that He was the fulfillment of them (Luke 4:16-21). All the OT prophecies concerning Jesus were fulfilled by Him (Isa 29:18, 19; 35:5-10; 61:1). The sufferings of Christ were also foretold such as Psa 22:1-31and Isa 52:13-53:12. The glories such as the resurrection, ascension, and enthronement were also prophecies: Isa 9:6, 7; Dan 2:44; 7:13, 14; Zech 2:10-13; 14:16, 17. All the OT prophets lived in hope as do Christians today who wait for the Parousia. 

The last part of these verses concerned the angels. The verb translated “long to look” means to stoop over to look or to exert oneself to obtain a better perspective and not to just take a peek. It also means to continually seek to see so the angels are very interested in this salvation experience. The holy angels do not require salvation for they remained with God and the fallen angels cannot be saved. God gives us some insight into the behavior of the holy angels:

They announced the birth of Christ (Luke 1:26-35; 2:10-14), ministered to Him during His time of testing (Matt 4:11; Luke 22:43), stood by the grave when He arose (Matt 28:5-7; Mark 16:4-7), were with Him on His ascension into heaven (Acts 1:10, 11), and serve Him by ministering to believers (1 Pet 3:22; Heb 1:14). 

The angels rejoice at the salvation of a sinner: “In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” (Luke 15:10), 
They observed Jesus in His early life: “And by common confession great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, was vindicated in the Spirit, Beheld by angels, Proclaimed among the nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.” (1 Tim 3:16). 
They will also rejoice upon completion of redemption: “And I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."” (Rev 5:11-12)
1Peter 1:13-16 
Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior because it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."

The word “therefore” refers to the previous material regarding salvation and the hope regarding the second coming of the Lord Jesus. Girding our minds for actions means to remove any thoughts that might hinder us from actions required of a child of God. There should be no anxious thoughts that might render us ineffective: “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” (Phil 4:6). To be sober in spirit means to have sound judgment in all areas of life. The main emphasis here is for the readers to put their hope completely on the grace to be brought to us at the Parousia. Before that great event Christians share the limited beginnings of God’s grace that brought salvation and the beginnings of progressive sanctification. Glorification is the final step in salvation and will be realized at the Parousia when we will be like Him: “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.” (1 John 3:2) This hope is present in many NT verses such as Acts 1:11, Rom 11:26, 1 Cor 15:51, and many others. The Christian hope is presented as if it has already happened for whatever omniscient God states is guaranteed to occur. A Christian who considers anything more attractive than the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ has a spiritual problem. 

In verse 14 Peter encourages his readers to resist the evil temptations of their Adam nature. Lust begins the downward spiral into death that was present in the unregenerate: “But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.” (James 1:14-15 ) This sin nature still lurks in the life of the Christian and must be overcome. This imperative is also found in: “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Rom 12:2) I have always thought that this verse is the key to living the Christian life and certainly is the foundation of progressive sanctification:
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Again Peter states that God is the One who called us and not that we called Him. God is the Holy One and we, as His children, are called to also be holy. Holiness requires the separation from all that is profane and is a natural desire for all Christians to be conformed to the image of Christ: “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself. (Phil 3:20-21) This command is also stated in the OT: “For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy; for I am holy. And you shall not make yourselves unclean with any of the swarming things that swarm on the earth.” (Lev 11:44)
1Peter 1:17-21 
And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each man's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth; knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

The word “and” links this verse with the preceding verses that was calling the Christians to live a holy life. Addressing God as Father means that Christians are children of God: “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,” (John 1:12) But our Father is also the Judge. Although regenerate people will not face judgment regarding entrance into the Father’s presence for they have been justified by the process of double imputation (Rom 8:1, 34) as seen by the diagram:
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However the regenerate will have their works evaluated by God:
Rom 14:10-12 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall give praise to God." So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God.
1Cor 3:12-15 Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.
2Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
The Christian life is temporary and it should be lived in awe of God the Father and Judge. 


Slaves and prisoners of war could be redeemed by the payment of a suitable fee such as by using perishable things like gold and silver and such would have happened often in this area. However their redemption from their former life of slavery to Satan (Eph 2:1, 2) was not by any such perishable item but by the blood of Jesus Christ. Referring to the blood of Jesus Christ refers to all that was involved in His act of redemption. The redemption was from a futile way of life from their ancestors. Some have thought that Peter was referring to a former Jewish life but the NT stresses the futility of paganism:
Rom 1:21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
Eph 4:17-19 This I say therefore, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality, for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.
This verse then verifies, as stated in the introduction, that the letter is written to former Gentiles and not primarily a Jewish audience. 

Peter then writes that this redemption was in the plan of God before the creation of the world. This was a mystery that was only fully revealed at the last time:

Acts 2:17 'And it shall be in the last days,' God says,' That I will pour forth of My Spirit upon all mankind; And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, And your young men shall see visions, And your old men shall dream dreams;
Acts 2:23 this Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.
2Tim 1:9 who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,
Heb 1:1-2 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.
Heb 9:26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
The world has then been in the last times for over 2000 years. Peter personalizes this redemption to them to encourage them in their living during difficult times. This same statement should encourage us today as we are living in difficult times. 


It is through Jesus that we are believers in God who raised Jesus from the dead and gave Him glory. His resurrection is the foundation of our faith (1 Cor 15:1-11) and our hope. 

1Peter 1:22-25 
Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God. For, "All flesh is like grass, And all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, And the flower falls off, But the word of the Lord abides forever. "And this is the word which was preached to you.

The readers are recognized as having obeyed the truth by purifying their souls as witnessed by their sincere love for fellow Christians. Jesus stated that this love that Christians have for fellow Christians is a mark of a genuine follower of Him: “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”(John 13:35) This obedience and love resulted from having been born again to a spiritual existence. 
He emphasizes that this born again experience is not meaning a physical birth for everyone born physically is born from a perishable seed meaning from people who are mortal. The seed is the imperishable word of God and specifically the gospel: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” (Rom 1:16) Peter quotes from Isaiah 40:6-8 that was a message to an exiled and oppressed people in Babylon. The message was to encourage them by stating that human life is doomed but God’s word lives forever so they should depend upon God and not upon man. The message was very appropriate to the Christians to whom Peter was writing as they were in persecution that was going to get worse. The message was also very appropriate since Peter seems to have been writing from Rome as he used a code word “Babylon” in 1 Peter 5:13 as stated in the Introduction. The message is also very applicable to Christians today who live in various states of persecution. 

Peter ends this section by saying that the word of God is the rhema and not the logos of the Lord (kyrios). The word rhema denotes specific statements. Thus he is very specific in saying that the message of Jesus was preached to his readers and this message gives hope and courage to face whatever is before them. It also allows Christians to love as Jesus loves. 
Chapter 2

1Peter 2:1-3 

Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.

The “therefore” refers to the preceding material and specifically to 1:21 concerning their obedience to the truth of the gospel and their being purified. He states that if indeed they have tasted the kindness of the Lord they will then do all that he states. He is probably referring to their baptism when they made a public statement of their faith, declared themselves dead to their former way of life and made a new beginning of repentance in their faith. Malice is a general term that could include all evils. Their stated goal was to remove any guile that is often translated as “deceit”. They were also to put aside any hypocrisy or spiritual insincerity. Their new status as children of God is to be who they really are now and not something they are pretending to be so as to falsely receive membership in the community of believers. They are not to have any envy of others for they now have full forgiveness of sins and even have the righteousness of Jesus Christ before the Father. Of whom could any Christian be envious? Slander refers primarily to defamation of character and is commonly part of gossip. 


Babies just coming out of the womb long for the pure milk of their mother and new Christians have just been born again to reality and they should strongly desire to be fed the word of God. Believers should also desire pure milk meaning the pure gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ that is undefiled or uncontaminated by any false teachers. Jesus also stated that His disciples should not depend totally upon material things but to live by the word of God: “But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.” (Matt 4:4) Peter is not urging the new believers to teach but to learn the truth so that they will grow in salvation, referring to sanctification. As Christians spiritually mature, there will later be a time when they will need to study the Word deeper and not depend upon a basic understanding of God’s word:
Heb. 5:12-14 For when for the time you ought to be teachers, you have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.“ For every one that uses milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe . But strong meat belongs to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Peter’s teaching about Christians growing in spirituality is similar to the teaching of John in his first epistle concerning tests for whether or not one is a Christian. Christians will pursue righteousness (1:13-21/1 John 2:3), love fellow Christians (1:22-25/1 John 2:7-1), and desire proper doctrine (2:1-3/1 John 2:18-27). 

1Peter 2:4-8 

And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For this is contained in Scripture: "Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, And he who believes in Him shall not be disappointed." This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, "The stone which the builders rejected, This became the very corner stone," and, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense"; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.

Jesus is referred to as a living stone meaning that He alone is the stabilizing influence for His chosen disciples. His rejection refers to the nation Israel rejecting Him (Acts 22:22-23; 3:13-15) as well as by most of the world (John 1:3-4). All Christians come to Jesus for salvation but they also are always in the process of coming to Him more fully all their lives. Jesus was choice and precious in the sight of God: “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt 3:17)

Paul also referred to Jesus as the chief corner stone upon which His church is being built:

Eph. 2:20-22 having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

In verse 6 Peter quotes from Isaiah 28:16 and the concept is the construction of a building. Obtaining and moving the corner stone took a lot of time, money, and equipment for it was imperative that it be perfect for the remainder of the building depended upon it. History records one corner stone that was 69 feet by 12 feet by 13 feet. Peter is encouraging the people to properly build upon Jesus Christ as the corner stone Who is immovable and unchangeable. Each person must build his worldview upon this foundation for the entire understanding and works based upon it will be judged:

1 Cor 3:9-15 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.  According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building upon it. But let each man be careful how he builds upon it.  For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.  If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward.  If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.

But Christians are not supposed to function only as individuals as Peter wrote that they are being built into a spiritual house. They have individual and collective functioning as the temple of God. The OT temples were shadows of the NT dwelling of God with His people. God no longer dwells in such manmade structures:

Acts 7:48 "However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands; as the prophet says:

Acts 17:24 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;

1Cor 3:16-17 Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.

1 Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

We can then think of a new stone being added to the spiritual house of God when a person is born again. Paul called this spiritual temple the household or church of God: “but in case I am delayed, I write so that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.” (1 Tim 3:15)

Paul also wrote that Christians are to present themselves as a living sacrifice: “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.” (Rom 12:1) A new order was created by God called the “priesthood of all believers” that was redeveloped during the Reformation. This priesthood means that each Christian has individual access to God as he serves Him individually and collectively and does not need a priest other than the great high priest, Jesus Christ:

Heb 4:14-16Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.

With Jesus Christ as their foundation no Christian will be disappointed for all his hope will be based upon the promises and commandments of Him. However Peter issues two warnings for those who do not build upon His foundation. The first warning is from Psa. 118:22 for those who reject the corner stone since their building will be improperly constructed.  The second warning is from Isa 8:14 where people are portrayed as stumbling over the corner stone due to their disobedience. Peter adds that they were appointed for this doom and he is probably referring to the Israelites who tried to obtain righteousness by works:

Rom 9:30-33 What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the righteousness which is by faith;  but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law.  Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone,  just as it is written, "behold, I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, and he who believes in him will not be disappointed."

Double predestination, or preterition, is a hard concept but one that is taught in Scripture such as:

Rom 9:17-18  For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "for this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth." So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.

Salvation is totally by faith and God gives saving faith to those He chooses. We do not know who those people are so we are to witness to all people and leave salvation to the Lord.

1Peter 2:9-10 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Peter contrasts those who were disobedient from the Christians to whom he is writing since they are obedient. He attaches descriptions to these chosen Gentiles that had previously been assigned to Israel (Exodus 19:5-6;Deut 4:20; 7:6; Isa 43:20-21). He again emphasizes that they are chosen by God and that they are also a royal priesthood so that they do not need to have an intermediate to the Father other than Jesus Christ. God had similarly chosen Israel:

Isa 43:21 "The people whom I formed for Myself Will declare My praise.” 

Exodus 19:6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.

Peter also writes that they are a holy nation. The word “nation” means people as an ethnic group and such had been an OT statement of Israel. However Israel forfeited that role:

Rom 11:20-21 Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either.

God’s act of double imputation makes it possible for all of God’s chosen people to be a royal priesthood and a holy nation. This act by God can be visualized by:
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All the sins of God’s chosen people are placed into the account of Jesus and He took the wrath of God for all of those sins. The symbol “+R” represents the righteousness of Jesus Christ that is placed into the account of the Christian. Thus, before God, the Christian has no sins and only the righteousness of Jesus Christ in his account. As long as the person lives he will then be working out that justification in his life as can be seen by the following diagram where the zero time represents the time when the person was regenerated (born-again). The person’s sin nature is then gradually decreasing as his Christ nature is gradually increasing. 
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They are also God’s own possession and that word means acquired with a price for the price was great:

Tit 2:11-14 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.

Peter then clearly states the reason for God’s actions toward them was so that they would proclaim the excellences of God. There is no greater privilege than to be chosen to proclaim the gospel message to the world.  The chosen people of God were called out of darkness into the light as also stated by Paul: “For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  (14)  in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” (Col 1:13-14) Without this transfer from darkness into light people cannot understand the truth, much less apply it:

2Cor. 4:4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

1Cor. 2:14-16 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.   But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one.  For who has known the mind of the lord, that he will instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.

Verse 10 verifies that Peter is writing to Gentiles for they were once without mercy but have now been included in the covenant of grace:

Eph. 2:11-13 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision" by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands-- remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

1Peter 2:11-12 

Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war against the soul. Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation.

Peter identifies the recipients as beloved so he states that they are fellow believers in Jesus Christ. He also states that they are aliens and strangers meaning that they are now citizens of heaven and no longer strangers and aliens of heaven: 

Phil. 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;
Eph. 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,

The Swedish word for someone living in Sweden but who is not a Swedish citizen is “utlander” meaning someone from out of the land. He urges them to continue in the sanctification process as they consider themselves dead to their sin nature as also urged by Paul:

Rom. 6:11-13 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.

Col. 3:5-7 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of disobedience, and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them.

There is indeed a war going on within the Christian as the sin nature is still present and the devil is still working to try to make the new man fail in his walk. He tells them to demonstrate to fellow Gentiles that their character has been transformed so they can be excellent examples to them and give them no cause to slander them or call them hypocrites. The secret to abstaining from evil behavior is to walk in the Spirit: “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.” (Gal 5:16) Pagans made many false charges against Christians in the first century such as being atheists since they did not worship idols (Acts 5:29), cannibalism because of a misunderstanding of their observance of the Lord’s Supper, rebellion against the Roman government since they would not proclaim Caesar as Lord, and not participating in community festivals:

Col 2:16-17  Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day-- things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.

They are to behave in good deeds that the Gentiles can find worthy of credit. The Christian lifestyle should bring praise to them rather than dishonor. Many church members seem to forget that they represent Jesus Christ in the world. The hope would be that God would use the good deeds of the Christians as a witness to the world and perhaps God would grant them repentance so they would also be able to glorify God for their salvation.

1Peter 2:13-17

Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.

Christians should be the best members of a society unless asked to disobey God:

Act 5:29 But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men.

Rom 13:1-5 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.  Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.  For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil.  Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience' sake.

Our submission is “for the Lord’s sake” meaning that we should properly represent Jesus Christ to the world. Since God is the source of every authority in the world we would be in rebellion against God if we were not in submission to those in authority. Again we should always remember that we can disobey worldly authority if it asks that we disobey God as Peter is quoted in Acts 5:29. Later in this letter Peter will deal with those who persecute those doing God’s will. There is much ignorance of Christianity in the world and Christians can silence much of that talk with proper behavior. Christians are free from bondage to sin and their behavior should represent that freedom appropriately since we are also bondslaves of God. 

Peter then gives four commands to help the readers behave properly in the world. They are to honor all men as creations of God and in whom God may act to grant repentance. They are to love fellow Christians who are brothers and sisters in Christ:

1Jn 3:10 By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.

1Jn 3:17 But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?

1Jn 4:20-21 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.  And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.

Third they are to fear God. We are to honor those in authority such as a king but not fear them: 
Matt 10:28 “Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  

2Co 5:11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made manifest to God; and I hope that we are made manifest also in your consciences.

2Co 7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Rev 14:7 and he said with a loud voice, "Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters."

1Peter 2:18-20 

Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable. For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a man bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly. For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.

The NT does not argue against slavery, which was very different in the time of the apostles than in more recent times. People became slaves in various ways: through war, bankruptcy, sale of themselves to get ahead in the world, sale by parents, or by birth. They could then buy their freedom by doing extra work, doing more work than required, or someone else could buy their freedom. The Bible’s emphasis is on our spiritual state and not our physical state for the former influences our eternity. Everyone is either a slave to the devil or a slave to God (Eph. 1-2) The code of behavior for slaves or masters is the same and that is to do everything as unto the Lord:

Eph. 6:5-8 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.  With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free.

The slave is to behave in the same Godly way toward good and bad masters. But masters also have codes of behavior toward their slaves: “And masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.” (Eph. 6:9) 

Today the emphasis is on people’s “rights” but God is concerned with how we interact with others as noted above rather than our standing up for our “rights”. There are many instances when employees are mistreated in the workplace but God can be glorified in those situations when the Christian behaves toward the employer as though the person were Jesus Christ. The ruler over Paul was Nero when he wrote Rom 13 that we quoted earlier. It is not easy to respond properly to those who mistreat us and do not reward us as we think should be done. But Christians have to attempt to have the mind of God and His perspective. 

Peter then makes it clear that there is no credit possible for someone who sins in the workplace and is properly punished. Stealing in the workplace is very common and if a Christian steals and then is caught and punished there is only shame toward him and the God that he represents. But it is very difficult to be accused of doing something wrong when you have not been guilty. This has often been a pet peeve of mine and I know that it is difficult to react properly when that happens. There are times when one needs to defend himself when falsely accused but one should do so with a Christian attitude for God has the ultimate authority and we need to trust Him particularly in such difficult situations. It always pleases God for His children to deal patiently with adversity:

2Cor. 12:9-10 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

James 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

Mat 5:11-12 "Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Christians should always regard trials in the workplace as an opportunity for spiritual growth and for evangelism. God does not allow His people to remain in the world so that they will have great material successes but to glorify Him and to be used as a tool for His purposes.

1Peter 2:21-23 

For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;

God’s people have been called to the example of Jesus Christ. He suffered unjustly and showed the example for others to live as aliens and strangers in this world. Jesus committed no sins but lived a life of total submission to the Father. The purpose of His unjust suffering was so that we could be free from sin and become slaves to righteousness:

Col 1:22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach--
Gal 3:13-14 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us--for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE"-- in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Gal 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

Gal 6:14 But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.

Paul wrote that the world has been crucified to him and he has been crucified to the world. There then is no pull of the world affecting his attitude and he is dead to all such influences. As each of us progresses along the sanctification route in life we begin to approach this attitude also. 

Jesus is then our example: “For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin;” (Heb. 12:3-4) Peter wanted his readers to be ready to face impending tribulations with the attitude of Jesus. By focusing on the ultimate experience of Jesus the readers would be better prepared to suffer also. 

There was no deceit in Him and even in His reviling He did not revile in return. Deceit is usually manifested by vocalization of sinful thoughts but Jesus was without sin so his mouth could not utter deceit. Being reviled means suffering under a barrage of verbal abuse and Jesus silently put up with such false accusations. Jesus even asked the Father to forgive His accusers: “But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves.” (Luke 23:34) Though saints are not without sin in the world they are righteous in Christ before the Father (double imputation) and have the promise of vindication. By considering the example of Jesus saints can continue representing Jesus without losing hope: “For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” (Heb. 12:3) He could have called myriads of angels to help Him in His time of suffering but such was not the Father’s plan so the Son meekly obeyed.  His trust was totally in the Father who is the only righteous judge. 

1 Peter 2:24-25

and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

These last two verses are used by Peter to emphasize the reason for the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Jesus even took our sins upon His account so that, although sinless, He became sin for our sake and suffered the wrath of God for those sins. Although the physical punishment of crucifixion was horrible, the worst time on the cross was when the separation occurred between the Son and the Father: “About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "ELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?" that is, "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?" (Mat 27:46) At this time in history the Father executed His awful wrath against the sins of every person for whom Jesus Christ died. The main application of healing is spiritual and not physical. The physical healing will occur later when there will be no sickness, pain, or death (Rev 21:1-4; 22:1-3). 

Before their justification the readers were without a shepherd and continually straying from one idol to another. After justification the readers now had a Shepherd to guide them in their life here and a Guardian of their souls. As Shepherd Jesus guides His flock, feeds them, and continually restores them. The word “Guardian” translates the Greek term “episkopos”, which is usually translated “bishop” or “overseer”.  As Guardian, Jesus is involved in teaching and protecting His people and He was involved in sending the Holy Spirit for those purposes:

John 14:16-17 "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;  (17)  that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.

John 14:26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

John 16:7-11 "But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  (8)  "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;  (9)  concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;  (10)  and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me;  (11)  and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.

John 16:13-15 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  (14)  "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  (15)  "All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.

Thus the role of the Holy Spirit includes acting as the Guardian of the souls of those who have been justified by the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

Chapter 3

1Peter 3:1-4 

In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, (2) as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.  (3)  Your adornment must not be merely external--braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; (4) but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God. 
This discussion begins based upon 2:13 regarding slaves but not meant to infer that wives are slaves in a Christian household. However this society viewed women as inferior to man and when the wife became saved before the husband he might seem defied by her in her submission to God. Thus it was very important for the wife to remain submissive to her husband and to show her submission to God in a way so as not to insult her husband. Similar rules for wives appear in Eph. 5:22, Col 3:18, 1 Tim 2:9-15, and Titus 2:4-5.  When Peter says that the husband may be won without a word he is not meaning the Word of God but by the words of the wife. The behavior of the wife in the situation of being in a household where she is subservient to the man would be what the husband would notice for it is the Christian nature that compels the wife to love her husband even if he is a pagan. Their chaste and respectful behavior can be used by God to demonstrate that the wife is subject to her husband as unto Jesus (Eph 5:22). This behavior might be the route that God uses to save the husband although Peter knows that it is the Word of God that is involved in salvation: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” (Rom 1:16) 

A Christian woman should not merely adorn herself as can any woman. Woman in general, as is today, would go to great cost to look as beautiful as possible. But God looks at the heart and He desires the woman’s husband to also have some insight into his wife’s heart: “But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." (1 Sam 16:7) The gentile and quiet spirit produced by the Holy Spirit in the wife is what God wants the husband to see by virtue of the wife’s physical appearance. This spirit will never fade because it is a supernatural phenomenon and so is imperishable. 

1Peter 3:5-7

For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands;  (6)  just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear.  (7)You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.

Next Peter uses OT examples to help the readers understand his meaning about the behavior of wives.  These women were holy, meaning set apart for the purpose of God. Their hope was in God as He had given them the needed faith. One example is Ruth: "It shall be when he lies down, that you shall notice the place where he lies, and you shall go and uncover his feet and lie down; then he will tell you what you shall do."  She said to her, "All that you say I will do." (Ruth 3:4-5) The primary example is Sarah who obeyed Abraham and even called him lord: “Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "After I have become old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?" (Gen 18:12) Paul stated that all who follow the example of Abraham using his faith belong to the same faith family as Abraham (Rom 4:1-16; Gal 3:7-29). Similarly Peter states that all wives who follow the example of Sarah are her children, meaning belonging to the same family of faith. The wives who exhibit this Christian behavior will not fear even the possibility of severe retribution that husbands at that time could have manifested. They understand that God could use their behavior in His salvation of their husbands. All Christians understand that they should only fear God: “Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Mat 10:28) 

Peter then gives commands to the husbands. Writing “in the same way” also refers back to the behavior of slaves as they are to act toward their wives knowing that Jesus is their Lord and Master. Acting in an understanding way means that they are to be considerate of the basic needs of their wives, which is to know that they are loved. Paul also stated this command in Eph. 5:25-28. Stating that the wife is weaker does not mean morally, spiritually, or intellectually but recognizes that women are generally physically weaker than men and depend upon him for protection. He is to treat her with respect as she is also a member of God’s family:  “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal 3:28) The threat that God may not hear their prayers if they do not act properly toward their wives is a severe warning that should be taken seriously. 

1Peter 3:8-9
To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;  (9)  not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.  

Peter has given directions for Christians in civil relationships (2:13-17), workplace relationships (2:18-20), and marriage relationships (3:1-7). So now he summarizes as he addresses his latter now to “all of you”. He gives five spiritual virtues that should guide all Christians in their attitudes toward life here. The first is to be harmonious, meaning that they should not be in conflict with each other. Jesus prayed for spiritual unity among believers: 

John 17:20-23  "I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word;  (21)  that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.  (22)  "The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;  (23)  I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.

This unity must be with proper doctrine and not compromised with worldly standards. 

Eph 4:14  As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;

1Tim 6:3-5  If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness,  (4)  he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions,  (5)  and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.

Tit 1:9  holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.

The second is to be sympathetic meaning to truly relate to other Christians in their sorrow and happiness as well as when they are ill. Life in the world can be very difficult and Christians need to be open to showing love toward fellow believers. The third is to be brotherly, which means to act in unselfish ways toward other Christians. The fourth act is to be kindhearted, which is sometimes translated as compassionate, a quality of God: “The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness.” (Psa 103:8) The fifth is to be humble in spirit, which some consider to be the most basic quality of Christian life. Peter will write more about being humble later. There are many verses related to this quality like:
Phil 2:3-4  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;  (4)  do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

Mat 11:29  "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

Next Peter writes about the reactions of a life committed to serving the Lord Jesus Christ. They are not to return evil for evil or insult for insult. The word “evil” means anything in opposition to the righteousness of God. Peter is echoing the words of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5:38-45). The word “insult” refers to speaking evil of someone and Paul wrote against such an action also: “Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.” (Eph. 4:29) Rather then returning evil in any way, Christians are to give a blessing and means to praise or speak well of someone. Again Jesus is the perfect example as stated in the parable of Matt 18:21-35. This blessing can take the form of forgiving the person, praying for them, and loving them unconditionally. Believers have received the ultimate blessing and should be quick to pass that on to anyone regardless of their actions toward them. No evil action against us is worthy of losing any aspect of the rewards associated with the ultimate blessing from God. 

1Peter 3:10-12

For, "the one who desires life, to love and see good days, must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit.  (11)  "He must turn away from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it.  (12)  "For the eyes of the lord are toward the righteous, and his ears attend to their prayer, but the face of the lord is against those who do evil."  
God has turned us from darkness to light and we must love the light so much that we want to rid our life of any aspect of that former darkness. Peter is quoting from a Psalm:

Psa 34:12-17  Who is the man who desires life and loves length of days that he may see good?  (13)  Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking deceit.  (14)  Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it.  (15)  The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous and His ears are open to their cry.  (16)  The face of the LORD is against evildoers, To cut off the memory of them from the earth.  (17)  The righteous cry, and the LORD hears And delivers them out of all their troubles.

In the Psalm “life” and “days” refers to the time on earth but Peter is extending it to the life everlasting as well. The life that Christians desire is the life to come and a life on earth dedicated to properly serving God and riding the heart of any lasting evil. Naturally the tongue is included for James also recognized the tongue as a revealer of remaining evil in the heart (James 3:6). The Christian must love the truth and be committed to it so that he never states any deceit. Jesus stated the source of such evil:

Mat 12:34-35 "You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.  (35)  "The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil.

It is not enough to just turn away from evil but the Christian must also do what is good. Paul also wrote of these necessary actions:

Rom 12:17-21  Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men.  (18)  If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.  (19)  Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "vengeance is mine, i will repay," says the Lord.  (20)  "but if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head."  (21)  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Peace does not come naturally but must be sought aggressively as Paul wrote in 12:18 above. We are responsible only for our actions and sometimes peace may not just depend upon our actions but we should do our part toward such a goal. However the truth must not ever be compromised even when seeking peace. 

The last verse is also a quote from Psalm 34. “The eyes of the Lord” is a common OT statement regarding God’s taking care of His people and refers here to His omniscience in all aspects of the lives of His people. His knowledge is used to answer the prayers of His people that He hears. Since He alone knows every aspect of whatever is affecting the lives of His children only He can properly answer the prayers as He causes results to be good: “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” (Rom 8:28) Since the “good” is that according to God’s definition, it is not always recognized as such by the recipients. Sometimes the bread looks like a stone and the fish like a snake: 

Mat 7:9-11  "Or what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone?  (10)  "Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he?  (11)  "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!

We have to trust God at His Word. Sometimes we actually ask for a snake because it seems like a fish so thankfully God does not give us that snake. We receive blessings every day even when we are not aware of such so we should praise Him at all times that He is taking care of His children.

But “the face of the Lord” refers to His judgment that is always against those who do evil: 

“The face of the LORD is against evildoers, To cut off the memory of them from the earth.” (Psa 34:16) Anyone who does evil means those who practice what is opposed to the righteousness of God. It is clear that those who doe evil are not of God: “Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. The one who does good is of God; the one who does evil has not seen God.” (3John 1:11) One day God will execute His judgment upon the earth and those who practice evil will face Him and receive their judgment. It is important for those charged with earthly justice to take care of it quickly for those who practice evil and see that such is not judged quickly will be encouraged to sin even more: “Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men among them are given fully to do evil.” (Ecc 8:11) 

1Peter 3:13-14
Who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good?  (14) But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. and do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled, 

Remember that the major reason for Peter writing this letter is to encourage Christians who will receive persecution and urging them to react properly to such. From 3:15-5:11 this is his chief concern. The doing good is what Peter referred to in quoting from Psa 34. Paul also addressed the impossibility of anyone being against those who love God: 

Rom 8:31-34 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  (32)  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?  (33)  Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies;  (34)  who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.

Even the most adamant enemy of Christianity will be reluctant to attack someone who is zealously doing good, even those doing so for the glory of God:

Mat 5:16 "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

Rom 12:20 "but if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head."

Of course there will still be those so opposed to Christianity that they will find ways to attack those Christians doing good such as Franklin Graham and others. Jesus did nothing but good but was still killed by a hostile world. But even the most harm that any of these can do is still of little consequence to eternity and its rewards for those chosen by God. Paul said that there was no comparison “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” (Rom 8:18)

Peter goes on to say that even when they do receive sufferings they are still blessed and Jesus promised persecutions and blessings:

Luke 6:22-23 "Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.  (23)  "Be glad in that day and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven. For in the same way their fathers used to treat the prophets.

John 15:20-21 "Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.  (21)  "But all these things they will do to you for My name's sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me.

Peter tells them not to fear their intimidation. Intimidations are threats and since they should not be concerned about any such results they should have no fear of any intimidations. The most they can do is kill the body: “Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Matt 10:28) Only by continuing to focus on God’s blessings and on Jesus:
Heb 12:1-2 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  (2)  fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Peter also tells them not to be troubled, which would result in anxiety against which Peter also warned: “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” (Phil 4:6) Jesus also warned against any anxious thoughts (Matt 6:25-34). 

1Peter 3:15-7

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; (16) and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame.  (17)  For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.  

Having told them what not to do, Peter now tells them what to do that will help them in attaining proper responses to tribulation and persecution. Sanctify means to set apart or consecrate and in this context it means to place the Lordship of Jesus Christ primary in all thoughts and actions. Christians are to be in total submission to the sovereign God of the universe with Jesus as the focus as stated above: “fixing our eyes on Jesus (Heb 12:2a) Total submission to another is not an easy concept for most American Christians but it is absolutely essential. Christians should also be ready to present an apology – a defense of our belief. The “hope that is in you” is the gospel. The readers are urged to be ready to present that defense to any who might ask but always with gentleness and reverence. Gentleness is the attitude the believer has before the accuser and reverence is his attitude toward God. If someone cannot clearly present the gospel message then he might be easily dissuaded from following through with his belief. 

The readers are also told to keep a good conscience, meaning guiltless in the face of accusations. If a person is really innocent of accusations and can demonstrate such to the accuser the accuser will be put to shame. They are told to keep a “good” conscience because that aspect of a person that either accuses him or excuses him of wrong doing can also be affected by sin and so become marred. Thus believers should attempt to always make sure that their conscience is “good” or totally based upon God’s and not the world’s values. The cleansing of the conscience is part of the process of sanctification: “how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Heb 9:14)

It may be that the accuser “wins” so that the believer still suffers for doing what is good, meaning according to God’s standards. Peter states that it is still better to suffer for doing those good things rather than stooping to do evil, perhaps by recanting from the good behavior. The suffering is seen as being allowed by sovereign God so that it will result in good for those God has called according to His purpose (Rom 8:28). This suffering may lead the accuser to salvation and/or it may be a path toward glorification for the believer. We must all trust and submit to God. 

1Peter 3:18-20
For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;  (19)  in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison,  (20)  who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water. 
Peter states that Jesus Christ certainly had a clear conscience and maintained His innocence before God but He suffered the ultimate persecution: death on the cross. His purpose was even to bring the readers to justification before God so they should be encouraged knowing that even though they may suffer the same persecution they will also be blessed with the same reward of being made alive in the spirit. The “just for the unjust” refers to Jesus as the Righteous Servant of Isaiah 53. The righteous behavior of the people is because God made such possible by the work of Jesus. He was just but He took on the sins of the unjust so that He brings all of us to God. Jesus was put to death in the flesh but He was made alive in the spirit. 

A lot of people have practiced eisegesis by interpreting verse 19 to mean that Christ went to hell after His death on the cross but that is clearly not what the verse is saying. Context demands a different interpretation and it is really quite simple. Also carefully read the “also” in verse19 so that one does not think that “made alive in the spirit” is after His resurrection when He made this proclamation. Just read verses 18-20 without stopping to breathe and it is clear that Peter is writing that Christ also preached in the spirit to the people in Noah’s time who are now in prison since they did not become regenerated but were killed by the flood. The Bible makes it clear that all except for these 8 people were consumed with evil and were destroyed physically and then held in hell until the final judgment when they will join Satan in hell forever:

Gen 6:5-13 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  (6)  The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.  (7)  The LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them."  (8)  But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.  (9)  These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God.  (10)  Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  (11)  Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence.  (12)  God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth.  (13)  Then God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.

1Peter 3: 21-22

Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you--not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience--through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, (22) who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.

Corresponding to the eight people being brought out of the water to serve God in a new time on earth, people after the resurrection of Christ are also saved rather than being destroyed by the water of testing. Peter then writes that the act of baptism symbolically demonstrates what happened to regenerated people in that they died to their old self and began life again in Christ. He is clear that the act of baptism is not the saving factor. People are saved from the wrath of God because the resurrection of Jesus Christ showed that the Father accepted the sacrifice of Christ for the sins of His chosen people. In baptism regenerated people appeal to God for a conscience based solely upon His standards so that they can better live pleasing to Him in all that they do and say. Jesus is now at the judgment seat of God after having gone into heaven: 

Acts 1:4-11  And gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me;  (5)  for John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  (6) And so when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?"  (7) He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; (8) but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." (9) And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.  (10) And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was departing, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them;  (11)  and they also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven."

Since God gave Jesus all authority in heaven and on earth, we should all go forward with courage even in the face of great adversity to obey His commands:
Mat 28:18-20 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  (19) "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  (20) teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."

Peter then has given his readers all the reasons they need to go forward serving Jesus as their Lord during their brief time on earth. 
Chapter 4

1Peter 4:1-6
Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,  (2) so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.  (3) For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals, drinking parties and abominable idolatries.  
The “therefore” refers to what was covered in chapter three concerning the death of Jesus Christ for the sins of His people. Verses one and two can be rather confusing because of not knowing for sure who the “he” is in the verses. Peter is urging the readers to use Christ as their example in their suffering. The last part of verse one is certainly referring to Christ but not in the sense that He ever had sinned but that He finished dealing with the sin problem for His people. Christ suffered in the flesh and after His resurrection was finished with dealing with the sin problem: “When Jesus therefore had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And He bowed His head, and gave up His spirit.” (John 19:30) Peter is telling the readers to use arm themselves with Christ as their example so that they will have the courage to live the rest of their time in the flesh not spending any time with worldly lusts but living to carry out the will of God. The first three verses are also similar to the comments by Paul:
Rom 6:5-11 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection, (6) knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; (7) for he who has died is freed from sin.  (8)  Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, (9) knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. (10)  For the death that He died, He died to sin, once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. (11) Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Christians are representatives of Jesus Christ to the world and must consider themselves dead to all worldly lusts and trust in the sovereignty of God to guide them in living that dedicated to serving Him. Christians must work on the mindset of knowing that they are spiritually seated with Jesus in heavenly places: “and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,” (Eph. 2:6) As they walk in the world they are indwelt with the Holy Spirit to enable them to live a holy life: “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?” (1Co 6:19) Verse three was stated in the Introduction as one text proving that Peter was writing to a Gentile audience as the people were previously engaged in all sorts of sinful activities including idolatries. A primarily Jewish audience would not have been involved in such obviously sinful activities although, before God, they would have been sinfully seeking to work a righteous behavior. 

1Peter 4:4-6

And in all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excess of dissipation, and they malign you; (5) but they shall give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.  (6) For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God.

Peter now turns his attention to the people with whom the Christians will be interacting in the world. These are probably people with whom they had previously lived a sinful life as stated in verse three. They are wondering why the Christians do not continue to get drunk and do the other sinful things they had done. They are hoping to catch the Christians involved in sin so that they can say something like: “Aha! I knew that you had not really changed! You are still the same person who enjoys living for fun so stop pretending to be different now.” Peter tells them that such people will stand before the judgment seat of God and be judged so the Christians should just rest in the judgment of God and give the offenders a clear and loving explanation of the gospel message so that God may bring them to salvation also. 

In verse six Peter is telling the readers that the gospel has been preached for the purpose of bringing sinners out of the wrath of God and with the promise of life forever with Him. He is reminding them that even those Christians whom they know who have died are living in the spirit according to the will of God. They were judged in the flesh as men and by men and may be those who were martyred but even though physically dead they now live for the glory of God. This would have been very rewarding and encouraging to those who had seen their brothers and sisters suffer for the gospel and encourage them as they faced persecution. 

1Peter 4:7-11

The end of all things is at hand; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.  (8) Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.  (9) Be hospitable to one another without complaint.  (10) As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  (11) Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Most translations omit the “de” at the beginning of this verse that should be translated “now” or even “but” for this verse joins with the preceding verses. Common with much of the NT, eschatology is put forward to encourage the readers. When he writes that the end is “at hand” he means that all has been accomplished by Jesus Christ so that the end could come whenever the Father so desires. Since there is nothing else that needs to be done before Jesus returns they should use that knowledge to withstand any persecution. They are not to be celebrating without sound judgment and sober spirit with prayer in all that they do. He then gives them ways that they can act as people who are free from the wrath of God and living with other Christians to the glory of God. 

The first requirement is that Christians are to fervently love each other. Although Christians will continue to sin even against other Christians, the love that they have for each other will help to overcome any such problems. John also continued to lift up this requirement of loving each other in his letters (1John 2:9-11; 3:14-15; 4:7-11; 4:20). Jesus also emphasized this love among Christians that they may be one: 

John 13:34-35  "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  (35) "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

John 17:20-21  "I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word;  (21) that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.

Those who really love each other will also be hospitable to each other as they meet the needs and share burdens: “Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.” (Gal 6:2) That Peter writes that this hospitality is to be without complaint indicates that it is not always an easy command to obey. In his time there were not the number of hotels available for travelers as there are today and often Christians had to open their homes to traveling missionaries and teachers like the apostles. Today the family structure is very tight and people might prefer to send travelers to a hotel. However Christians are all members of the same family and should be pleased to welcome traveling Christians into their homes. 

Next Peter brings up the topic of spiritual gifts. The Biblical principle is that each member of God’s family is to minister to the others. Today members of congregations tend to believe that they are paying a few people to take care of the needs of the group rather than each person being responsible for each other. Paul discusses the spiritual gifts in several of his writings such as:

Rom 12:4-8  For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function,  (5)  so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.  (6)  And since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;  (7)  if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching;  (8)  or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

Paul expands upon the gifts considerably in:

1Cor 12:4-31  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  (5) And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.  (6) And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons.  (7) But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  (8) For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit;  (9) to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,  (10) and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.  (11) But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.  (12) For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.  (13) For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  (14) For the body is not one member, but many.  (15) If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.  (16) And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.  (17) If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?  (18) But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.  (19) And if they were all one member, where would the body be?  (20) But now there are many members, but one body.  (21) And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."  (22) On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; (23) and those members of the body, which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our unseemly members come to have more abundant seemliness, (24) whereas our seemly members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, (25) that there should be no division in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.  (26) And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.  (27) Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.  (28) And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.  (29) All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they?  (30) All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they?  (31) But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way.

I have also written an article on spiritual gifts that can be read at the following web site: http://LivingTheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm. The major point in all of these writings on spiritual gifts is that “no man is an island” for each person is supposed to use his spiritual gifts for the edification of the entire body of Christ. When even one person does not obey this command then the entire body suffers.

If the gift is speaking, serving or any of the other gifts, each Christian is to exercise that gift to the glory of God through Jesus Christ. Peter then ends this section with a doxology to God for the glory belongs to Him alone forever and ever and he then has to add: “Amen”. 

1Peter 4:12-14
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; (13) but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.  (14) If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.  
Since Jesus Christ suffered, there should be no surprise that His followers will suffer also just as He warned:

John 15:18-20 "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  (19) "If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.  (20) "Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.

John 16:33 "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world."

Paul also wrote of the suffering that disciples of Jesus Christ will endure:

Rom 8:16-17  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  (17)  and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

2Cor 1:5  For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.

Phil 3:8-11  More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,  (9)  and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,  (10)  that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;  (11)  in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

All Christians should rejoice as they suffer for the sake of Jesus Christ for they are promised that they will rejoice at the revelation of His glory. This revelation is the second coming of Jesus that Christians should keep in their focus. Jesus further told His disciples of their suffering for Him: 

Matt 5:11-12 "Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me.  (12)  "Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Christians are blessed when they are reviled for the sake of Christ because the Holy Spirit rests on them and in them. 

1Peter 4:15-19

By no means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; (16) but if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.  (17) For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?  (18) And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become of the godless man and the sinner?  (19) Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.
Of course not all the suffering of people is because of their obedience to Christ. Much suffering in the world is because of sin and Christians can still sin. If a Christian suffers because he is a murderer, thief, evildoer, or a troublesome meddler then his suffering is deserved and he will not receive any comfort or rewards. However there is no shame for suffering due to remaining true to his Christian convictions and he should even glorify God in that suffering. 

In the OT we also read about judgment beginning with the people of God before it comes to the nations (Ezek. 9:6, Zech. 13:7-9; Mal 3:1-5). Judgment for the rest of the world will come later but God judges His people for their cleansing while they are physically alive: 
1Cor 11:31-32 “But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be judged.  (32) But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord in order that we may not be condemned along with the world.” 

Heb 12:7-8 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?  (8)  But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.

 The judgment of Christians is not for their condemnation (Rom 8:1) but it will be for the condemnation of the world as seen in the following and other verses:

Mat 13:41-42  "The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness,  (42) and will cast them into the furnace of fire; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Mat 13:49-50 "So it will be at the end of the age; the angels shall come forth, and take out the wicked from among the righteous, (50) and will cast them into the furnace of fire; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

But what does Peter mean by verse 18? He is referring to the difficulty of Jesus’ life and His receiving the wrath of God for our sins on the cross. There are no works that will save a person from the wrath of God but only the double imputation that God does for His children. The suffering of Jesus was a terrible price God paid for the salvation of His chosen people. Paul draws the distinction between the persecution of Christians and the awful judgment of the godless man and the sinner:

2Th 1:5-10 This [persecutions and afflictions] is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. (6)  For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, (7)  and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, (8)  dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. (9)  And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, (10)  when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed--for our testimony to you was believed.

The godless man is someone outside of the righteousness of God and obviously outside of the body of Christ (the church). The sinner is anyone who practices sin, which could include someone professing to be a Christian but is actually apostate. 

Peter ends this session by telling his readers who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls to Him. In calling God the faithful Creator he is reminding them that God is sovereign. Jesus was involved in the creation of everything and He holds all things together so they should trust Him:

Col 1:16-17 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created by Him and for Him.  (17)  And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

Chapter 5

1Peter 5:1-3

Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, (2) shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; (3) nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 

The word “therefore” links this section with all that has been written previously. The early church used elders to guide the church and to be involved in other activities such as receiving gifts from other churches: “And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders.” (Act 11:30) The early church also utilized elders more than churches today for the rule was that every member was to minister to others in the congregation and not give such responsibility to just one or a few people being paid to do so (Eph. 4:11-13). Peter states that he is their fellow elder as he was so appointed by Jesus Christ (John 215-19), that he witnessed the sufferings of Jesus, and that he shares in the coming glory when Jesus returns. The Bible records the presence of Peter at the sufferings of Jesus (John 18:15-27) although it was not his finest hour. 

Peter then urges the elders to shepherd God’s people who are in their congregation. The comparison of God’s people to sheep and the Lord as shepherd is common in Scripture. The elders are to feed, lead, guide, and care for in any other way the Christians under their care. They are not to do so under compulsion, meaning that they should not be forced into that position but have a great desire to so serve the Lord. They are then to serve voluntarily and not for a greedy attitude toward being paid although the early church did seem to pay them so that they could have more time to function as an elder. They will also be accountable to the Lord for how they function in their role as elder:  “Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.” (Heb 13:17) They are not to let their position “go to their head” so that they view themselves as superior to the people they are leading.  All Christians are one in Christ Jesus: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal 3:28) Apparently each elder had a certain number of people under his care and their leadership is to be an example to them rather than as a task master. 

1Peter 5: 4-7

And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.  (5)  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.  (6)  Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, (7)  casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.  

Of course the Chief Shepherd is Jesus Christ so Peter is referring to the second coming of our Lord and Savior. John quotes Jesus as referring to Himself as the good shepherd: “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” (John 10:11) “You” seems to refer to the elders or shepherds and Peter writes that they will receive the crown of glory that never fades as a reward for their work with the congregation. Certainly all teachers are included even if they are not formally elected elders of a congregation. James stated that they have a stricter judgment:  “Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment.” (James 3:1) All Christians will stand before the judgment seat of Christ but those serving as shepherds will have a stricter judgment:

1Cor 3:9-15 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.  (10)  According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building upon it. But let each man be careful how he builds upon it.  (11)  For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  (12)  Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,  (13)  each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.  (14)  If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward.  (15)  If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.

1Co 4:3-5 But to me it is a very small thing that I should be examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not even examine myself.  (4)  For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord.  (5)  Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men's hearts; and then each man's praise will come to him from God.

2Co 5:9-11 Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.  (10)  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  (11)  Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made manifest to God; and I hope that we are made manifest also in your consciences.

Rom 14:10-12 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God.  (11)  For it is written, "AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD."  (12)  So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God.

In verse 5 Peter tells the younger men to be submissive to the spiritually older members of the congregation. “Clothe yourselves” referred to a slave putting on the apron before beginning to serve. Jesus again serves as the example as He also girded Himself and served (John 13:4-17). Being humble is also a quality God praises:  

Mat 11:29  "Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and YOU SHALL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.

James 4:6 “But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.” 

Christians should then humble themselves. The mighty hand of God in the OT symbolized discipline (Exod 3:10; 6:; Job 30:21; Ps 32:4) and deliverance (Deut 9:26; Ezek 20:34) with both meanings present here. The promise that God will exalt such people at the proper time refers to the time of the second coming of Jesus Christ. Therefore the entire destiny of Christians is ordained by God whether it be suffering or glory. 

The readers are then commanded to cast all their anxiety upon Him because He cares for us. Cast is a fishing term (not surprising with Peter) that means to throw it away toward a definite direction. He does not give any definite meaning to the anxiety but it could have meant the persecution. However the Bible is clear that Christians should not have any anxiety (Matt 6:25-34; 10:19; Mark 13:11; Luke 12:11; 12:22; 12:25-26; Phil 6:6). When we do become anxious it is because we are not trusting God’s promises including Rom 8:28. There is an article on my web site pertaining to anxiety: http://livingtheology.com/Anxiety.htm. Jesus amplified the caring of God for His children: 

Mat 10:29-31 "Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.  (30)  "But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  (31)  "Therefore do not fear; you are of more value than many sparrows.

1Peter 5:8-9

Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  (9)  But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.  

However just because we are under the care of God does not mean that we are inactive. We are to participate in sanctification (Phil 2; 12-13), be sober of spirit, and alert for the many dangers facing Christians including false teachers peddling false doctrine and false brethren among church members. Being sober of spirit means to not let any of the intoxicating influences of the world affect their worldview. Another reason to be alert is that the devil is still very active in the world. Jesus called Satan the ruler of the world three times: John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11. Although Jesus defeated him on the cross and the resurrection, he is still very powerful and has a platform as ruler of the world from which to launch his attacks. To devour means to utterly destroy and not merely to knock down. He may have seen lions devouring Christians for the entertainment of Romans but certainly he knew of such events. Satan and his demons do their work through secondary human agents as reported in 2Peter 2:1-22, 1Tim 4:1-2, and Jude 3-16. You can read some ways that Satan attacks the church in letters LT1216-1226 that can be read from my web site: http://livingtheology.com/letters2012.htm. 

We also read in James 4:7 that when we resist him he will flee. Staying firm in the flesh means that we are not to let any of Satan’s tricks influence us to either obey him or be afraid of him. Peter reminds the readers that fellow Christians in the world are enduring the same suffering so they are not unique with the persecutions and afflictions. Fellow Christians can encourage those undergoing such afflictions because they have suffered through them also: “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.” (1Cor 10:13) When Peter says that the other Christians have accomplished those sufferings he means that they have come through them victorious. 

1Peter 5:10-11

And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.  (11) To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

Now Peter gives them the encouraging news that their suffering will not last forever. It is ordained for a finite amount of time and then God will perfect, confirm, strengthen, and establish those whom He called to Himself through Christ Jesus. We also have this precious promise in:

Rom 8:29-30  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren;  (30)  and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

Peter is referring to the last stage of salvation: glorification. When Christians can remain firm in their faith about this promise of God all their sufferings for Christ have meaning. Peter ends this section with a doxology as he becomes excited about the promises of God for His children.

1Peter 5:12-14

Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him), I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!  (13) She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and so does my son, Mark.  (14) Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace be to you all who are in Christ.

Silvanus, or Silas, is probably the secretary (amanuensis) who helped Peter in writing the letter. He is also probably the person referenced in Acts 15:22-33; 15;40-18:5; 1Thess 1:1; and 1Thess 1:1. If that is correct he was one of the leading men in the early church. Peter refers to him as his faithful brother. He states that he has written to them briefly with exhortation, meaning to encourage them, and testifying to them regarding his experiences in the faith. He then exhorts them to stand firm in all that he has written them for it is the real grace of God. The grace of God is given to His children without any merit and all Christians are obligated to abide in it.

Who is the “she” of verse 13, where is “Babylon” and who is “Mark”? She is a person who was chosen just as all the true Christians to whom Peter is writing were chosen. She could be his wife (Mark 1:30; 1 Cor 9:5) and Mark could be his son. However most interpreters think Peter is referring to the church since the church is feminine in Greek and Mark is John Mark for there is a lot of Scripture relating Peter to Mark who was younger than Peter and so he could be referring to him as his son. Babylon could be in Mesopotamia, a town in Egypt, or a cryptic reference to Rome. It is most likely that he is referring to Rome so that he is referring to the church from where he is writing this letter. 

Closing the letter by asking them to greet each other with a kiss was a common greeting among fellow believers in his time. However the sexes were separated regarding this practice from the third century. Peter then closes his letter with a prayer that each of them who were in Christ would have peace. Peter’s first letter begins and ends with peace as he knows that they are all going to have considerable persecution and it is only by the grace of God that they can have peace in such dire circumstances. It is only by Christians immersing themselves in studies of the Word of God and applying it to all their lives that they can have this peace of God:

Rom 12:1-2 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  (2)  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

AMEN! 
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