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1John 5:1-2
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God; and whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.

John states a requirement for anyone to be born of God: the person must believe that Jesus is the Messiah. However we must remember the three tests previously given by John: the moral test (2:3-6; 3:4-10), the social or love test (2:7-11; 3:11-18) and the doctrine test (2:18-27; 4:1-6). There is a mutual relationship among these tests. Believing that Jesus is the Messiah involves an acceptance of the doctrine associated with this event. People are able to speak the truth without believing the truth:
Matt 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.'
Jesus continued His discourse on the identity of His disciples with the statement that someone must act upon His words: “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock.” (Matt 7:24)
John continued by stating that those who are born again and therefore love the Father will also love others who have been born again. Following regeneration (being born again) a person is given faith so that he can believe, trust, obey, and love fellow Christians. Jesus also equated love for Him with obedience to His commands:
John 14:15 "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.

John 14:21 "He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him."
The process of sanctification involves Jesus disclosing Himself to the Christian. Part of this revelation will be a deeper understanding of the love Jesus had for whom He died. Also the Christian will develop a love for other Christians that will drive him to wanting to do things for them. When we reach a choice between what we want to do for ourselves and what we want to do for Jesus that involves other Christians the conflict will help further develop our dedication to Jesus and His family. 
1John 5:3

For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.

The love of God has been showered upon us so that we, through Jesus, keep His commandments because He first loved us. Isaiah prophesied of the day when the burden of having to keep His commandments to be worthy of His love would be removed: “So it will be in that day, that his burden will be removed from your shoulders and his yoke from your neck, and the yoke will be broken because of fatness.” (Isaiah 10:27) We were slaves to the devil (Gal 4:8) but we were set free by the love of Christ. Now Christians need to stand firm and not be subject again to a yoke of slavery (Gal 5:1).
God changed us from slaves to sin to slaves of righteousness:

Rom 6:16-18 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.
As slaves of righteousness, our Master is now our Lord Jesus Christ and He commands us to take His yoke upon us: “Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My load is light.” (Matt 11:29-30) The early church struggled with removing the yoke of being under the Law and Peter argued before a council of Jerusalem against adding obedience of any laws to the work of Jesus Christ: “Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear?” (Acts 15:10) 
The commands may be difficult but they are never burdensome. Six years ago I retired from my worldly profession of forty years. I did not really want to retire for I enjoyed what I was doing and achieved a lot of self-satisfaction from the work. However I knew that I owed more time to my wife and I knew that I could do more for other Christians by having time to write more articles, commentaries and letters, and to teach a Sunday School class and the Bible study class in our home. I then made the decision to retire but it was not easy. 
1John 5:4-5

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world-- our faith. And who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

God’s victory is the overcoming of the world. He created everything but it was marred by sin. God then sent His Son to be the infinite source of righteousness to start the process of rejuvenation of the world, one person at a time. Each person chosen for participation in this process is born again and given faith so that he can be a secondary agent of change. Only those who have been born again and given faith can believe that Jesus is the Son of God and thus the overcoming of the world’s system slowly began 2000 years ago. Individual salvation is only possible by faith either looking forward to the fulfillment of God’s promise of the Messiah or looking back at His coming. As in verse one of this chapter, John states the requirement of a belief in Jesus. Verse one stated the requirement as belief in Jesus as Christ and here he writes that the person must belief in Jesus as the Son of God. Believing that Jesus is the promised Messiah and the Son of God are both requirements for proper Christian doctrine. Most Jews at the time of Christ rejected Him as the Messiah because they were looking for a political leader to bring Israel back to its glory as in the time of David. However God’s plan was much bigger than that for it involved Jews and Gentiles being brought into His kingdom. Only the Son of God could be the perfect sacrifice to perpetuate the wrath of God from sinners. 
1John 5:6-8

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but with the water and with the blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is the truth. For there are three that bear witness, the Spirit and the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement.

These verses have proven difficult to understand through the ages. The understanding was easier to those first reading the text but time and fuzzy thinking have made it more difficult. It is easy to see that John is referring to the historical event of the coming of Jesus as the Messiah. So how did He come into the world and into His role as the Messiah? He was understood as the Son of God when He was baptized by water and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him (Matt 3:16-17). He was then finalized in His role as the Messiah at His physical death represented by His flowing blood and His resurrection and ascension to heaven to sit at the right hand of God. The witness to the world of the truthfulness of this event is the third person of the Trinity: the Holy Spirit. The Jewish representation of truth in legal matters was the agreement of two or three witnesses (Deut 17: 6; 19:15) and such are in total agreement in this regard. 
1John 5:9-12

If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for the witness of God is this, that He has borne witness concerning His Son. The one who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the witness that God has borne concerning His Son. And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.
The witness of men was an important aspect of the Jewish legal system. However they did not accept the witness of just anyone. They would not accept the testimony of people in some unacceptable professions such as tax collectors, customs officials, thieves, shepherds (because many of them let their sheep graze on land owned by other people), and people who had demonstrated violent tempers. Their courts would accept the witness of people from acceptable professions but the witness of God is greater than any of any human witness. John states that the person who believes God has the internal witness of the Holy Spirit to verify that the witness is correct. The person who does not believe God is declaring that God is a liar! Unbelief is thus a sin and amounts to blaspheming the Holy Spirit: “And everyone who will speak a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him.” (Luke 12:10) Eternal life is only available through Jesus Christ as the Son of God and anyone who does not believe this truth is calling God a liar and blaspheming against the Holy Spirit. Thus anyone turning aside from this truth will not have his sins imputed to Jesus and so he will never be forgiven. 
1John 5:13

These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.

Remember the reason John wrote his gospel was to help bring people into a belief in Jesus as the Christ and the Son of God. But John wrote this letter to Christians who were beginning to doubt their salvation because of the actions of some false teachers who had left the congregation of believers. John now states that he has fulfilled his purpose to the best of his ability with the assistance of the Holy Spirit. Today people question that there is any absolute truth and to state that one knows some spiritual concept is presumptuous. However John writes that questioning the revealed truth of God is the height of presumption as any such doubt is to call God a liar. Thus the letter is now finished and the following is a postscript. 
1John 5:14-15

And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.
John now writes that, since the readers know the true doctrine of the work of God bringing salvation to His people through the work of His Son, they also can have confidence that they can bring their requests to the Father. But we also see a qualification regarding our bringing our requests to God. He will hear us if we ask according to His will. Prayer is a natural extension of being brought into the Family of God for now we have access to Him. I recommend an article on prayer for better understanding of this topic: http://livingtheology.com/Prayer.htm. 
God not only will not give us anything we request of Him, He also will not even hear any sinful prayer, which is any request made to God outside of His will. It is a blessing to know that God does not hear all that I ask of Him! I am ashamed to remember some things that I requested of Him that were totally self-centered so it is a relief to know that He never heard them. Our earthly fathers do not give us anything we ask but they do hear the requests and will remember what we requested. Our interaction with the Father is not tainted in that regard but the Holy Spirit will utilize even our sinful requests in our sanctification. We are blessed to be indwelt with the Holy Spirit and part of His function is to refine our prayers: “And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;” (Rom 8:26) The Holy Spirit is an intercessor between us and the Father regarding our prayers. An important aspect of sanctification is the “cleaning up” of our prayer life. The more molded we are in the image of Jesus the better we are able to ask according to the will of the Father. 

Also note the verb tense in verse 15 regarding when we receive what we request that is in the will of the Father. It is perfect tense meaning that we already have the requests.  Actually when we have the proper requests may be complicated. In the mind of God anything that He ordains has already happened but the actual working out of the process toward that goal may take some time. So we need to make sure that our requests are according to His will and then we can also act upon them as knowing that we will have them. 
We cannot always know that our requests are according to the will of the Father for we do not have His perspective or understanding. But we can be sure that God is omniscient and He will act according to His will. Jesus spoke of this uncertainty on our part:

Matt 7:9-11 "Or what man is there among you, when his son shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a stone? "Or if he shall ask for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he? "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!
There have been times when I have asked for something and received what at first looked like a snake instead of a fish. However I then request God’s perspective so that I can understand the total ramifications of His answer to my prayer. God is at work in the lives of His children to mold them according the likeness of His Son and part of that process is all aspects of our prayer life. We pray with confidence knowing that He will not hear our requests that are not according to His will, that the Holy Spirit is our intercessor in our prayer life, and that His love for us will be manifested by our being molded into His likeness. 
1 John 5:16-17

If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for him give life to those who commit sin not leading to death. There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that he should make request for this. 17All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not leading to death.

John now brings forward some specific items that we can address in our prayers. Certainly we usually think first of ourselves and our needs but John addresses prayers for other people. John does not say that someone should consider praying for someone sinning but they shall ask God to help the person. John then modifies the situation depending upon what sin is being committed by the person. Since he does not elaborate on this sin not leading to death it must have been common knowledge at the time of his writing. However it is not clear to us and so many interpretations have been attempted. 
Roman Catholic moral theology differentiates between two categories of sin. One is venial, which weakens the person and requires confession or cleansing by the fires of purgatory. Mortal sin is sin that leads to eternal death. Paul teaches of some sins that exclude a person from the kingdom of God and should then be categorized as mortal sins:

1Cor 6:9-10 Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.
Gal 5:19-21 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Eph 5:5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
Roman Catholic moral theology also teaches of seven deadly sins: pride, covetousness, lust, envy, gluttony, anger, and sloth. These were thought to be the basic sins that are present in people and lead a person to committing various venial sins. 
We have not given a satisfactory exegesis of these verses but I am not certain that such is required for the great amount of time that has been utilized in the past 2000 years. John is certainly telling us to pray for fellow Christians who are sinning. A Christian will not practice sin but may need help in overcoming his propensities toward sin. Just as a Christian will not refuse to help someone in physical need, he should also not refuse to pray for the brother to repent of sin and rededicate himself to serving his Lord Jesus Christ. 

1John 5:18-19
We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was born of God keeps him and the evil one does not touch him. We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.

This statement is not in contradiction with the previous teaching of John that Christians sin:
1John 1:8-10 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.
In 5:18 as well as in 3:4-10, the word “sins” is present tense meaning a habitual or continuous action. So John writes that a Christian cannot practice sin. John gives us the reason for this is that Jesus keeps the person. Each Christian is involved in sanctification and so should practice righteousness but the major assurance of a lack of practicing sin is that Jesus keeps him. Because of the presence of Jesus Satan cannot touch the person as he pleases. John clearly states that the entire world system is in the power of the evil one but Christians have the assurance that Jesus keeps us from practicing sin and protects us from being touched by Satan. The book of Job is a great teacher of this concept of Satan requiring God’s permission to do anything to one of God’s children. Luke also informed us of the role of Jesus in the interaction of Satan with Peter: “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” (Luke 22:31-32) We read further in Luke that Peter did deny Jesus three times but he overcame this attack and became a great leader for Christianity. 
John then uses the word “we” to give assurance that everyone born of God is a child of God. Only by passing the tests that John has given (moral, social, sound doctrine) can he be sure that he is a child of God. It is only those who have been born again who are kept by God and protected from the power of Satan. Jesus had also spoken of the devil as the power of the world: “I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me;” (John 14:30) Satan has no power over Jesus and thus he has none over those who are in Christ. The passing world order is on its way out: “And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God abides forever.” (1John 2:17) Man’s rightful status as ruler over the world under the authority of Jesus will be reestablished. 
1John 5:20

And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding, in order that we might know Him who is true, and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.

John then tells his readers that the Son of God came and gave us understanding so that we might know Him who is true. The Greek word “gnosis” means factual knowledge but John used the Greek word “epignosis” that means knowledge according to godliness or with understanding. This knowledge then leads to wisdom. Paul stated a similar concern about attaining true knowledge of Christ: “that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself,”( Col 2:2).  This true knowledge was to be based upon a full assurance of understanding of the Word of God. John is coming back to his original thrust of letting the people know that the false teachers were not teaching the true God. Christians are blessed in many ways and one is that we have the truth about God and we have eternal life with Him. 
1John 5:21

Little children, guard yourselves from idols.
John completes this epistle with an appropriate command. The temptation of the world is to worship something other than God. There is only one God but the world tries to satisfy the need of people to worship something by providing something else that we cannot totally explain. The sun was an object of worship until most people understood what it was and how it functioned. The first commandment was appropriately related to idols: “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.” (Exodus 20:4) The admonition includes things that one might carve to resemble something like a calf or wolf as an object of worship. However since John started this letter because of the false doctrines put forward by the people who left the church (the schematics), he probably is mainly referring to any doctrine contrary to that presented by the Gospels. Today there are many false doctrines that appeal to people’s basic needs and they must all be tested by the Word of God. For example, is the prosperity gospel true or false? Is the “God wants you to be happy” gospel true or false? Anything that detracts from the true Jesus Christ is an idol and we need to carefully test every spirit. We all need to grow in our understanding of God and continue to develop our understanding of true doctrine. 
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