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I. Introduction

Salvation needs to be properly understood by those who have received it although such an understanding is not required to have been saved from the wrath of God: 
John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

However a thorough Biblical understanding of the salvation process is very helpful for living victoriously as a child of God.  Salvation is defined by the Evangelical Dictionary of Theology (EDT) as “the saving of man from the power and effects of sin.” The EDT then states that we are saved from sin, death, guilt, ignorance of the truth, bondage to habit and vice, fear, despair, pressures of the world, and a meaningless life!  What a gift from God!    
There are three phases to salvation.  Salvation for an individual is past involving forgiveness, reconciliation with God, atonement, and new birth:

Rom 8:24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one also hope for what he sees?

Eph 2:5, 8 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 8For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;

Titus 3:5-8 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  8This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God may be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men.

Salvation is also present involving growth in the spiritual life as one is freed from all evil and begins a life-long experience of the Holy Spirit’s power:

1Cor 1:18 For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

1Cor 15:2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.

2Cor 2:15 For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing;

1Peter 1:8-9 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.

1Peter 3:21 And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-- not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience-- through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

Finally, salvation is future when we will receive the redemption of the body, the perfect likeness of Christ, and final glory:

Rom 5:9-10 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

1Cor 13:12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known.

Phil 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

1Thess 5:8 But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.

Heb 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?

Heb 9:28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.

1John3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.

To better understand these three aspects of salvation it is helpful to look at the order of salvation and to see that each of them involve the three time considerations.  The preferred order is: propitiation, regeneration, giving of faith, justification, acts of faith, double imputation, sanctification, and glorification.  The order is not considered to be stepping stones rigidly followed but helps us in understanding all God has done for His children.  Some overlap will be seen as each of these will be studied individually.  

In this introduction, it is helpful to understand when God began His plan of salvation.  All Christians are familiar with the Creation account as man was declared good by God’s standards.  However Adam and Eve fell into sin and were banned from the Garden and so all mankind were then under the wrath of God (John 3:36).  Propitiation is the turning away of God’s wrath from His enemies.  The plan for propitiation was conceived by the Trinity before creation in what is called the Creation Covenant.  God was not surprised that Adam and Eve sinned!  This step was completed in ~A.D. 33 by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It was then applied in time to God’s chosen people.  Those who lived before Christ received it by faith as do those who lived after Christ.  Natural man is God’s enemy because of his sin nature and sinful actions, and God’s wrath is against all sinners (Rom 1:18; 24, 26, 28).  Christ’s death is propitiation to remove the wrath of God from His chosen people:

1John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
Paul elaborated on this act of God to remove His wrath (Rom 3:21-26) concluding with: 

Rom 3:26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

The past tense of salvation in the life of a person chosen for salvation involves justification, the present tense is sanctification, and the future tense is glorification.  Elaboration on the other aspects of salvation will be discussed later.  Praise the Lord for the salvation already received, currently being received and what will be received.  Also praise Him for having planned the perfect propitiation before creation.  God remains in Plan A! This article will now look at salvation from thirteen different perspectives.  The best approach to a study of this topic is to first read all of this series before returning for a thorough study of each section to grasp the total Biblical meaning of salvation.  
II. Election
As stated above, propitiation was planned before creation.  Choosing the recipients of salvation was also before creation and is often referred to as “election”:

Eph 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. 
2Thess 2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.

Acts 10:41 not to all the people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us, who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead.

The topic of God choosing people is also referred to as predestination and is a topic that is still vigorously debated, and unfortunately even divides the visible church.  Every Christian must recognize that God chooses people for there are many verses in the Bible concerning those who were chosen.  Adam and Eve were chosen to start the human race.  Abraham was chosen to be the father of God’s chosen people to maintain His truth during Old Testament times (Gen 18:17-19).  The Israelites were chosen from among other much stronger nations: 
Deut 7:6 For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.
God chose the Levites to be priests among the Israelites: 
Deut 21:5 Then the priests, the sons of Levi, shall come near, for the Lord your God has chosen them to serve Him and to bless in the name of the Lord; and every dispute and every assault shall be settled by them.

Moses and Aaron were chosen to lead God’s chosen people out of Egypt: 

Psa 105:26 He sent Moses His servant, And Aaron whom He had chosen.

In Isaiah 16:7-13 we read of God choosing David the second King of Israel.  God chose Solomon (1 Chron 29:1), Jerusalem (2 Chron 6:6) and Jacob (Psa 135:4).  Jesus was chosen:

Matt 12:18 "Behold, My Servant whom I have chosen; My Beloved in whom My soul is well-pleased; I will put My Spirit upon Him, And He shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles.

Luke 9:35 And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My Son, My Chosen One; listen to Him!"

Luke 23:35 And the people stood by, looking on. And even the rulers were sneering at Him, saying, "He saved others; let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen One."

The angels who did not follow Satan were also chosen:

1Tim 5:21 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.

Jesus chose His disciples and He even chose Judas who would betray Him:

John 13:18 "I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, 'He who eats My bread has lifted up his heel against Me.'

In the New Testament we read many verses about God having chosen His people whom He would save:

Matt 22:14 "For many are called, but few are chosen."

Acts 1:2 until the day when He was taken up, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen.

Paul was chosen when he was still an enemy of God:

Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;

God not only chose those to obtain salvation but He also hardened others:

Rom 11:7 What then? That which Israel is seeking for, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened;

Rom 9:13 Just as it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."

Rom 9:15 For He says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion."

There are many other Scriptures about God choosing His people such as:

Col 3:12 And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;

2Tim 2:10 For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.

Titus 1:1 Paul, a bond-servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness,

1Peter 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen

We read of the End Time (the Eschaton) when the chosen will be with Jesus:

Rev 17:14 "These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful."

The purpose of election of people for propitiation is for the glory of God.  Paul finished his long discussion of election in Romans with a wonderful doxology:

Rom 11:33-36 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? 35Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again? 36For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.

III. Regeneration

This section continues with discussions about some other topics regarding salvation.  The previous topic of election was discussed as God chose His people for the application of propitiation so that its purpose could be manifested.  No person can receive anything from God while he is spiritually dead:

Eph 2:1-3 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

This spiritually dead person is often referred to as being totally (or pervasively) depraved.  Pervasive depravity does not mean that a person is as evil as he can possibly be for no man has ever been that evil.  It does mean that every aspect of a natural man (the non-Christian) has been adversely affected by the sin and fall of Adam and Eve.  This condition of natural man is described in many Scripture verses such as:

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; Who can understand it?

Rom 8:6-8 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 7because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so; 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

Jesus stated that the sinful heart of natural man is the source of evil:

Matt 15:19 "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.

God’s agenda must then first include our regeneration, or becoming born again, before He can place the propitiation into our account.  Jesus stressed the necessity of being born again from that natural state:

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

This born-again event is regeneration and is accomplished unilaterally by God so that those who receive this grace are new creatures:

1Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

1Peter 1:23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God.

2Cor 5:17 Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

Regeneration is the irresistible grace of God whereby His people are awakened from being spiritually dead and given a new heart to love God, new eyes to see Him, and new ears to hear Him.  This work of regeneration is done by the Holy Spirit since a spiritually dead person cannot do anything to achieve his new birth anymore than a corpse can will biological life.

Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,

Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Ezekiel 36:26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

People are passive in this process of regeneration.  It is a monergistic phenomenon, meaning that those who are made spiritually alive have no active part in the process.  It is also an instantaneous change as God creates within us a new heart (sometimes referred to as opening the heart or eyes).  Natural man has no desire for this regeneration and even has to be dragged to it.

John 6:44 "No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.

Eph 2:5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

Acts 16:14 And a certain woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.

There is no distinction made between regeneration and effectual calling for God’s effective calling changes man’s nature (born again) so he can then submit willingly to Him.  The effectual call of God to His people takes place during the process of regeneration.  Some theologians make a slight distinction since a person who is spiritually dead cannot effectively hear God’s Word.  Jesus often referred to differences between people as some could see and hear and others could not:

Matt 13:16 "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.

Mark 4:23 "If any man has ears to hear, let him hear."

When God has regenerated a person, propitiation can be applied and that person will become eligible to receive forgiveness.

Acts 26:18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, in order that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.'

Those who have been regenerated are commanded to draw near to God and be sanctified:

Heb 10:22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

IV. Faith

This section continues discussions about some other topics regarding salvation.  Past sections discussed propitiation and regeneration and those must be followed by God’s giving of faith.  

Intelligent discussions are possible only if all involved have common definitions for the words used.  George Orwell’s novel “1984” demonstrated that the person who controls the dictionary controls the world.  Some of the definitions of faith in The Heritage Illustrated Dictionary of the English Language (HIDEL) are: “A confident belief in the truth, value, or trustworthiness of a person, idea, or thing; Loyalty to a person or thing; allegiance: keeping faith with one’s supporters; and A system of religious beliefs: the Moslem faith”.  The HIDEL also states that faith’s synonym is trust.  The Evangelical Dictionary of Theology (second edition) (EDT) defines faith as: “The noun corresponding to the verb “believe”.  All such definitions are used in worldly conversations with the word faith such as “I have faith that this train will get me safely home.”  Faith is then used by most people as subjective and synonymous with trust, confidence, and belief.  The EDT also states that “God is thus the author of all saving faith (Eph 2:8; Phil 1:29)” and that “faith is a supernatural divine gift”, which is the emphasis of this letter.

In the Bible, faith is used both as a noun (pistis) and as a verb (pisteuein).  The verb form appears 100 times in the Gospel of John.  Trust can be used as a noun or a verb such as “We trust that our government will obey God.”  However, in daily conversations faith is routinely used synonymously with the words “trust” and “believe” and such use denigrates the Christian understanding of faith’s origin and power.  For example, someone may speak of having faith that Jim will turn in the report on time, which means that he has confidence that Jim will turn in his report.  Common usage is that faith is a synonym for belief leading people to think if they believe something is so, it will be so.  Christianity is not about the power of positive thinking, but something much better.

Faith is not a meritorious work but an instrument from God from which good works proceed. God regenerates His people and gives them faith during an effectual calling.  This faith comes through Jesus for His chosen people (I have bolded some pertinent portions for emphasis):

Rom 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.

Acts 3:16 And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of you all.

Heb 12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
The Bible is very clear that justification is by faith:

Rom 5:1 Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

Gal 3:24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith.
Salvation has always been by faith such as the justification of Abraham by faith (Gal 3:7-12).  Before the resurrection of Jesus Christ people had to look forward with faith to the coming Messiah and afterwards we look back with faith at His coming.  The application of the atonement earned by Jesus Christ (propitiation) is by faith:

Eph 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9not as a result of works, that no one should boast.

Having been given faith, regenerated people can then believe in Him:

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

The word translated “believes” in John 3:16 is the verb form of the Greek word for faith (pisteuein) and so is faith in action.  Jonathan Edwards defined the will as “that by which the mind chooses any thing”.  Natural man cannot will or work to obtain saving faith:

Rom 9:16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.

Since salvation is based solely upon the mercy of God, man’s natural will cannot believe in Jesus resulting in salvation.  Demons believe the truth about Jesus Christ but their belief is only based upon historical events and not by faith given them by God:

James 2:19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder
James states that saving faith from God will result in good works.  Not doing those works reveals a false faith and not saving faith given by God as clearly stated in James 2:14-25 and ending with James 2:26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.
Faith and resulting good works are addressed extensively in Hebrews 11. 

If faith is generated by a person then human works are involved in justification, which is consistent with the Roman Catholic and Armenian teachings.  But by the reformational and Biblical teaching, faith is a gift of God that allows a person to exercise belief and trust in Jesus Christ.  It is then understood that “Faith is the cause and the effects are that one can believe, trust and hope.” An excellent definition of this saving faith is “the enabling power of God”.  Faith enables belief, trust, and hope.   Unless God gives faith nobody can believe, repent, and receive the propitiation prepared before creation for God’s children.   It is then clear that faith is essential to please God (Heb 11:6). Only those who are born again (regeneration) through faith and have received justification have ears to hear, so only then can receive the continuing, enabling gift of faith from its author and perfector (Rom 10:17).
V. Repentance/Conversion

This section continues discussions regarding salvation.  Past sections discussed the general topic of salvation, propitiation, election, regeneration and faith.  At this point in the salvation process the person is spiritually alive and God has given faith.  All of the previous “steps” are monergistic but now the receiver of faith must act in a synergistic manner.  Repentance is one of the acts of faith in the regenerate person.  The Westminster Shorter Catechism (#87) defines repentance as “Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new obedience.”  Expanded information can be obtained from the Westminster Confession of Faith (15:2) and the Longer Catechism (#76).  Repentance must involve a genuine sorrow for sin (Matt 11:21; 2 Cor 7:8-11), a genuine hatred of sin (Ezek 18:30-31; 36:31; Joel 2:12-15; 2 Cor 7:11), and a stern resolve to walk in holiness (Psa 119; Matt 3:8; Acts 26:20).  The origin of repentance is the same as that of faith as both are gifts of God (Acts 5:31; 11:18; 2 Tim 2:25) but man is responsible for exercising repentance: 
Luke 13:3 I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.
The typical Old Testament call to repentance and conversion is given in Isa 55:6-7.  In the New Testament the noun (metanoia) occurs twenty-three times and the verb (metanoeo) occurs thirty-four times.  John the Baptist made repentance his theme of preaching (Matt 3:1, 8; Mark 1:4) and Jesus continued this theme as stated in Mark 1:15.  The Evangelical Dictionary of Theology states “metanoia can be said to denote that inward change of mind, affections, convictions, and commitment rooted in the fear of God and sorrow for offenses committed against Him, which, when accompanied by faith in Jesus Christ, results in an outward turning from sin to God and his service in all of life.”  The Bible often makes it clear that our sins are against God (2 Sam 12:13; 24:17; 1 Kings 8:33; 8:35; 2 Chron 6:24, 26; Psa 51:4) even though we may have injured some other person in some manner.  Therefore we should confess all sins to God (Psa 139:23-34; 19:12; 1 John 1:9).  However, public sins should be confessed publicly (James 5:16; Josh 7:19; Psa 51).  No sin is too small (James 3:10) nor too large as witnessed by the sins of David (Psa 51:4-5, 7, 9, 14).  When a person repents to another person that offended person should forgive the repentant person (Luke 17:3-4; 2 Cor 2:6-8).  

John Calvin states that “it ought to be a fact beyond controversy that repentance not only constantly follows faith but is also born of faith.”  As discussed before, faith requires the recipient to act in certain ways and one of those ways is exercising the gift of repentance.  John Murray states a similar comparison between faith and repentance: “the faith that is unto salvation is a penitent faith and the repentance unto life is a believing repentance.”  Thus one way a person can be sure that he has received saving faith is the manner in which he is driven to repent to God (Acts 20:21; 1 Thess 1:9; Psa 139:23-34; 19:12; 1 John 1:9).  

Conversion is the total process by which God converts a person from a slave to sin to a child of God (John 1:12) and is to be distinguished from regeneration, during which God causes His people to be born again so that they can respond properly to Him with repentance during the conversion process.  It was stressed in a previous lecture that regeneration is a monergistic work of God.  Repentance is part of the total conversion procedure so conversion begins monergistically and then proceeds to a synergistic act when the regenerate person repents.  However it must be stressed that even the aspects of conversion done by man are dependent upon God initially since man cannot respond properly to God unless he has first been given faith.  Hoekema (“Saved by Grace”, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1989) defines conversion as “the conscious act of a regenerate person in which he or she turns to God in repentance and faith.”  Many Scripture verses attest to the synergistic nature of conversion such as Isa 55:7; Jer 18:11; Ezek 18:23, 32; 33:11; Acts 2:38; 17:30.  

True conversion occurs only once in the life of a child of God.  The Bible gives us many examples of conversions including Naaman (2 Kings 5:15), Manasseh (2 Chron 33:12-13), Zaccheus (Luke 19:8, 9), Saul (Acts 9:1-19), Cornelius (Acts 10:44-48), and Lydian (Acts 16:14).  There may also be conversions that seem genuine but later are seen to be false such as Hymenaeus and Alexander (1 Tim 1:19-20), Philetus (2 Tim 2:17-18), and Demas (2 Tim 4:10).  Jesus also spoke of a temporary conversion in the Parable of the Sower (Matt 13:20-21) but such was really only an apparent conversion for the person was not regenerated and given true faith or else he would have repented and persevered.  A personal prayer for salvation does not earn conversion but, if it is sincere, would represent a regenerate heart that has truly repented and asked for conversion.  Initial saving faith and repentance only occur once in a person’s life as evidence of true conversion but the Christian will be repenting all of his life as sanctification proceeds (Matt 6:12; 1 John 1:8-10; 1 John 3:3; Rev 2:5).  Paul spoke of this life of repentance and transformation in his letter to the church at Philippi:

Phil 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;

At this special time when we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, let us all praise Him for giving us the gift of faith so that we can truly initially repent and then continue to repent as the Holy Spirit works to cleanse us of our sin nature (Adam Nature) and grow our Christ-like nature:  
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VI. Justification

An excellent definition based upon Scripture [The Shorter Catechism #33] is “Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein He pardons all our sins, and accepts us as righteous in His sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone.”  The emphasis is on God justifying repentant sinners through faith in Christ:  

Rom 3:19-28 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, that every mouth may be closed, and all the world may become accountable to God;  20because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. 21But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 26for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith. 28For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.

Justification is the new status that God gives to the new child of God as distinguished from conversion, which is given by God to His child working through regeneration, the giving of faith, and the act of repentance.  It is important to understand that justifying someone does not mean that the person is made righteous in himself for the ground of justification is not righteousness found in the person (Psa 130:3; Rom 3:20).  Nor is justification based upon anything done so as to be thought of as some meritorious work.  
Justification is the perfect righteousness of Christ applied to the believer’s account before God so that He now sees not man’s sins or righteousness but the righteousness of Christ.  Justification is a judicial process assigning both sin and righteousness issuing from God’s grace assigning sin and wrath to Jesus, who did not deserve it, and grace and righteousness to men, who do not deserve it, thereby meeting God’s requirement for justice to be met by Christ and allowing for His great mercy to be received by those who are saved.  The concept of double imputation is very important in this discussion:

2Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

The phrase “to be sin on our behalf” is the first imputation of our sin unto the account of Jesus and the phrase “we might become the righteousness of God in Him” is the second imputation with the righteousness of Jesus put onto our account.  

Faith is the only means by which anyone receives justification (Gal 2:16; Rom 3:28; Rom 1:17) and that has always been the case for the salvation of God’s people even for Abraham (Gen 15:6; Rom 4:1-5, 9-25) and David (Psa 32:1-2; Rom 4:6-8).  Hoekema (Hoekema, Anthony A. Saved by Grace, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1989) states “It is only because we are one with Christ that His righteousness can be credited to us, and can therefore become our own.”  

There are two different interpretations of justification.  The Roman Catholic view of justification is called analytic justification, which proposes that the verdict of justification is based upon an actual or inherent righteousness of mankind.  The Reformed view of justification is called synthetic justification which is based solely upon an imputed righteousness (2 Cor 5:21) as God actually places the perfect righteousness of Christ with the imperfect sinner and then graciously renders the verdict: justified.  
The eternal decree of God includes all things that He will accomplish, including the justification of His chosen people, but it is accomplished in time (Rom 3:25, 26) through the exercise of faith given to the person by God.  Justification is applied at the time the person exercises his faith (Gen 15:6; Col 1:21-23; Titus 3:4-7).  Repentance was discussed last week and it is the first act of faith by the person who has been regenerated and given faith.  So after God has regenerated (born again) the person, given him faith, and the person exercises his faith by repenting, God places his sins onto the account of Jesus Christ so that Jesus paid the penalty for our sins and God puts the righteousness of Jesus Christ onto the account of the new child of God.  Although there is an evident theological and logical sequence, these conditions occur within an immediate time frame.  Justification is continuous in its effect including all sins that have been and ever will be committed by the child of God (1 John 1:7-9; 2:1-2).  
As the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has just been celebrated again, let us praise God for all His work in our lives as He has declared us justified before His holy throne.  

VII. The Holy Spirit

Salvation began with a person spiritually dead (Eph 2:1) who was regenerated (born again), given faith, used faith to repent, declared justified before God and he is now a suitable temple for the Holy Spirit:

1Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

1Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

2Cor 6:16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

The Holy Spirit is an equal partner in the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  He has many actions in the life of the child of God.  The Bible tells us that unless one has the Holy Spirit, he is not a child of God (Rom 8:9).  The Holy Spirit is entirely selfless as He always points to Jesus Christ and does not rely on His own initiative, much as Jesus always did the will of the Father (John 16:13-14).

The Holy Spirit has other names and titles: Spirit of God (Gen 1:2; Phil 3:3), Holy Spirit (Psa 51:11; Acts 2:4), Counselor (John 14:16; 16:7), Spirit of the Lord (1 Sam 16:13; 2 Cor 3:17), Spirit of Jesus (Acts 16:7), Spirit of Christ (Rom 8:9; 1 Peter 1:11), Spirit of Truth (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13), and Spirit of Grace (Heb 10:29). 

Of His many works, He is the One who gives spiritual life to the chosen child of God:  
Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,

He then teaches God’s children the truth about Jesus and the will of God for their lives (John 14:26).  He guides the Christian as He convicts of sin and provides discipline (John 16:8, 13).  He gives the power to witness properly to other people (Acts 1:8).  He frees Christians from the power of sin and death (Rom 8:2).  He gives gifts to the Christians (Eph 4:11-13).  He fills the believers to empower them to speak and write the Word of God (Acts 4:31).  He seals believers to guarantee their eternity with God (2 Cor 1:22) and He will raise their mortal bodies from the dead (Rom 8:11).

New Christians are born again by the power of the Holy Spirit and fashioned by the Holy Spirit in resisting sinful desires (Gal 5:16-18).  He helps Christians turn from their sins (Gal 5:19-21) and He works in exhibiting spiritual qualities in the life of the Christian (Gal 5:24-26).  He is the Christians’ personal counselor and they are sealed for perseverance by Him.  The Holy Spirit also applies gifts to Christians for the edification of the Church (Eph 4:12).  Each Christian is given gifts (1 Cor 12:7, 11) and it is crucial for each Christian to understand the command  to serve the church using the gift(s) from the Holy Spirit: 

1Peter 4:10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. (“employ it” is bolded as a command.)
It is extremely important to understand that the spiritual gifts are administered by the Holy Spirit to each member for the common good of the church:

1Cor 12:4-7 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. 7But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

It is not possible to be exhaustive in listing the gifts because some other words in Scripture could also be interpreted as gifts in addition to those listed here, but below are the main spiritual gifts as understood by most theologians.  The gift of apostle is listed but the majority position is that this gift ceased with the death of the last original apostle in New Testament times.   
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The interested reader can read more on the Holy Spirit on my web site at http://LivingTheology.com/HolySpiritI.doc and at http://livingtheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm but the above gives us enough occasions to praise God for the indwelling Holy Spirit in our lives.  

VIII. Adoption

This work of God has always been astounding to everyone contemplating it.  It is even more amazing than His taking a sinful person and affecting the salvation that has been previously discussed since God did not stop at that point.  Instead He did a truly remarkable thing.  He adopted His justified people:

Eph 1:4b-5 In Love 5He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will. 

God took a totally unacceptable person, made him acceptable in His sight, and then adopted him into the family of God so that this person now is a joint heir with Christ of the whole universe!  This verse also states that the adoption was predestined, determined in advance, as occurring through Jesus, meaning that adoption was the end result, not justification of man, and it was all planned from the beginning by God!  
The Bible tells us why God did this amazing feat: 
1 John 3:1a See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. 
The adoption is a demonstration to the universe of the great love of God for His children.  Further information about our adoption is given in: 
John 1:12 But as many as received Him (Jesus), to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.  
No person can become a child of God until he has been justified in His sight.  So first comes justification, our primary need, and then comes the added blessing of adoption.

If Christians are adopted sons and Jesus is the only begotten Son then they are His brothers!  The Greek word for brother is adelphos coming from the word delphos which means womb.  So adelphos means from the same womb.  The Greek word for adoption is whyothesia and is a legal word meaning to legally become as if from the same womb.  This was a Roman legal process introduced primarily so that someone could have an heir when there were no biological children.  

Paul used this word in Eph 1:5 to state that God made people acceptable and then made them joint heirs with Jesus Christ.  Jesus used the word brother many times in Scripture and several times in this context as well, such as:

Matt 12:50 For whoever shall do the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother.
There are three important features of adoption: 
1.) Adoption gives reason to the Law in our lives:

Heb 12:6-7 For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives.  7It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?
1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Previously in these letters it has been shown that nobody can obey the Law to become justified before God.  However, after salvation, the Law illustrates characteristics of the child of God that every true child of His will want to possess.  But since the regenerated person still possesses a sin nature, he will be imperfect in his obedience to that Law.  The Holy Spirit will convict him of his disobedience and God will effect the needed discipline and the Law has a valid purpose in the life of the child of God.

2.) Adoption gives assurance of salvation:

Rom 8:15-17 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!" 16The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.
God does not disinherit His children.  He initiated the process of salvation with the ultimate result of adoption and God does not make a mistake!  There are many Bible verses giving the true child of God assurance of salvation (1 Peter 1:3-5; 2 Tim 4:18; Phil 1:6; 1 Thess 5:23; Jude 1:1; John 6:39; John 10:28; Rom 8:37-39; etc.) but just knowing that he is a child of God is sufficient to grant that assurance.  

3.) Adoption gives a clear goal in our walk here:
1John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.
There are three questions that philosophers fill libraries trying to answer that are easily answered by the child of God: “Who am I?”, “What are we doing here?”, and “Where am I going?”  To the child of God the answers are simple: “I am a child of God.”, “I am here to glorify God.”, and “I am going to live with Him forever.”  Our goal here is to glorify God in our walk and one day we will be like Jesus.

Praise the Lord for this great gift and glorify Him in your praise.  More about this wonderful work of God can be read at http://livingtheology.com/Adoption.htm. 

IX. Sanctification
As previously discussed, salvation is understood as consisting of three phases: justification, sanctification, and glorification.  Sanctification involves those who have been justified and who then participate with the Holy Spirit in working out their salvation so that it permeates all their thoughts and actions.  Paul is referring to this sanctification phase of salvation in Phil 2:12: So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling.  
Justification is the monergistic work of God and afterwards sanctification (a synergistic process) must be pursued:

Rom 6:19 I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.

Rom 6:22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.

There are three categories of sanctification.  Definitive sanctification (or positional sanctification) is the instantaneous break with the bondage of sin that occurs the moment one is regenerated and is “in Christ”:  
Rom 6:11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Rom 6:17 But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,

1Peter 2:24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

Progressive sanctification is a continuous process that occurs after regeneration and is defined as “to make holy” when the person, place, object, or occasion is “set apart” from secular use and devoted to God.  The Shorter Catechism defines sanctification as “a work of God’s free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness.”  In our sanctification we are being set apart to better know and serve God.  In the Old Testament we read of many occasions when sanctification is required so it is not a new concept introduced by God in the New Testament.
The final stage of sanctification is glorification, which will be discussed later.  

Sanctification of His people was a driving force in the ministry of Jesus Christ:

John 17:19 "And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.

Heb 13:12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate.

Eph 5:25b-27 as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; 26that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.

 In His high priestly prayer Jesus prayed for the Father to enforce our sanctification:
John 17:17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth.

Sanctification is not optional but is the continuous process of repentance and commitment to holiness.  Those not interested in pursuing sanctification probably have not experienced justification and so will not see the Lord:

Heb 12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.

Sanctification is the necessary result of God having chosen His people before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:4-6) and to be justified by Him.  He chose us so that we would undergo sanctification:

2Thess 2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.

Sanctification is the synergistic work of God with the justified person.  God chose us for this purpose (1Cor 1:30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption), and it involves being pure in every possible manner: 
Rom 6:12-13 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts,

13and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.

1Thess 4:7 For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.

Sanctification prepares us to properly witness to those who ask questions about our salvation:

1Peter 3:15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;

The diagram below represents the life as a Christian during the sanctification process as the sin nature is slowly put away and the imputed righteousness of Christ grows in its efficacy.  This is a process of peaks and valleys, which is finally completed by God Himself through the work of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  This life begins with a 100% Adam nature but one only attains 100% Christ nature when one goes to be with the Lord (Departure Time).  Sanctification is a very frustrating, life-long process since during that time Christians struggle against their sin nature (Adam Nature).  
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Even the great apostle Paul struggled with this process:

Rom 7:15-23 For that which I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. 16But if I do the very thing I do not wish to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that it is good. 17So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which indwells me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. 19For the good that I wish, I do not do; but I practice the very evil that I do not wish. 20But if I am doing the very thing I do not wish, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 21I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wishes to do good. 22For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, 23but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.

Praise the Lord; He did not have Paul quit writing at verse 23!

Rom 7:24-8:1 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin. 8:1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Even though we struggle every day with our sin nature that remains, “there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus”!  We are free of the wrath of God and we gladly struggle in this aspect of our salvation with the Holy Spirit providing the necessary grace for working out our salvation with fear and trembling.  

X. Perseverance

Perseverance of the saints is an aspect of salvation that gives the child of God much peace.  This concept was briefly mentioned in the section of this series of salvation articles under “The Holy Spirit” (LT 1001). A great definition is given by Wayne Gruden in “Systematic Theology”: The perseverance of the saints means that all those who are truly born again will be kept by God’s power and will persevere as Christians until the end of their lives, and that only those who persevere until the end have been truly born again.  Although many people call this doctrine the “Perseverance of the Saints”, the expression “Perseverance of True Believers” is preferred because of the various meanings of the word “saint”.  The key to properly understanding this concept is that Christians (saints) persevere because God preserves them.  The perseverance of God’s chosen children is not dependent upon actions on their part but on the preservation of those people by God. 
Salvation is totally of the Lord and God is sovereign, omniscient, and omnipotent and therefore He will keep His children within the fold.  In Rom 8:1, John 3:36 and Rom 5:9 the Scripture states that Christians are free of the condemnation of God forever.  God never changes His mind about any of His decrees including the salvation of His chosen people.  Jesus clearly made the promise of raising up those on the last day who believe in Him:

John 6:38-40 "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 40For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may have eternal life; and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

This concept is a coin with two sides.  One side is that saints will persevere.  The other side is that if someone does not persevere he is not truly a regenerated person.  As stated by Jesus, not everyone who professes Jesus Christ as Lord is a child of God with the promise of perseverance:

Matt 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' 23And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.'

In this frightening verse Jesus says that He “never knew you” so that a person never received salvation. 

But those who have been regenerated are promised completion of the process:

Phil 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

There are many Biblical proofs concerning why the chosen people of God will persevere: 

Jude told us that God keeps His called so perseverance is God’s responsibility.

Jude 1:1 Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ:

Peter tells us that perseverance is not dependent upon the elect.

1Peter 1:3-4  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,
Paul knew that he would be preserved unto God’s heavenly kingdom:
2Tim 4:18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

David told us that God’s perseverance of His chosen ones is the will of God:
Psa 37:28 For the Lord loves justice, And does not forsake His godly ones; They are preserved forever; But the descendants of the wicked will be cut off.

Paul told us that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit:

Eph 1:13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,

Peter told us that we are guarded through faith:

1Peter 1:5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  This salvation mentioned by Peter refers to the third phase of salvation: glorification.  
Paul told us that every aspect of our being will be preserved complete at the End Times and that the calling will be completed at the End Times:
1Thess 5:23-24 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.
Many NT verses proclaim to us that salvation cannot be lost such as Jude 1:1 and 1 Thess 5:23 given above and others including the following (all of Rom 8:37-38 could be in bold!):
John 10:28 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28and I give    eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.

 Rom 8:37-39 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
John 10:27-28 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.
John 3:36a "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; 

There should be enough Biblical proof above to give the true child of God peace and no fear of death and should have absolute peace about God preserving him forever in His Kingdom.  However, as stated earlier, only those truly born again will persevere.  

1Peter 1:5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

In the verse above, Peter says that Christians are protected by God through their faith and remember that faith is a gift of God (LT 950) to the regenerated people of God.  Since only children of God have faith from God, only they have God protection through faith.  Many Biblical verses support that only those who continue in the faith are preserved by God such as 

John 8:31-32 Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. "

Matt 10:22 "And you will be hated by all on account of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.

Col 1:22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach--

Heb 3:14 For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end;

Many of those who have not received this preserving faith will leave the church (1 John 2:19) 

1John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, in order that it might be shown that they all are not of us.

Others may remain and only appear to be truly regenerate people:

Matt 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' 23And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.'

Paul warned of such false brethren in 

Gal 2:4 But it was because of the false brethren who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.

2Cor 11:15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds.

2Cor 11:26 I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;

Jesus told of people in the parable of the sower who received the word but never bore fruit:

Mark 4:5-6 And other seed fell on the rocky ground where it did not have much soil; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of soil. 6And after the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.

Mark 4:16-17 "And in a similar way these are the ones on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy; 17and they have no firm root in themselves, but are only temporary; then, when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately they fall away.

John 15:1-2 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit.

John 15:6 "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

In the following we read of people who had been participants in worship in a very intimate manner but yet rejected the revealed faith and could then never truly repent.  These are people who never were regenerated but were members of a visible church.

Heb 6:4-6 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame.

In all the letters written to churches contained in the Bible the authors could not be sure that all the members of a visible church were genuine children of God so they present warnings.  Readers of this letter can do a self-test to check on the genuineness of their profession of faith by asking a few questions: Do I love Jesus Christ?  Is there a present trust only in Christ for my salvation?  Is there work of the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit in my heart?  Is there a long-term pattern of spiritual growth in my life?  If these questions can be honestly answered in the affirmative then you can have the assurance of 1 Peter 1:5 and rest in that peace forever.  

Since God is sovereign, His people are chosen and kept within His Kingdom forever.  His Kingdom began at the reign of Jesus Christ (Matt 3:2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."), continues now by the power of the Holy Spirit (Col 1:13 For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son), and will be totally realized at the End Time (Eschaton) when Jesus comes to rule forever in a new heaven and earth (Rev 12:10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, who accuses them before our God day and night).  Praise the Lord that you are preserved in His Kingdom forever!  

XI.      Unity With Christ
The concept of all Christians being “in Christ” is fundamental to all three tenses of salvation (justification, sanctification, and glorification).  Gruden (“Systematic Theology”) defines union with Christ as: “Union with Christ is a phrase used to summarize several different relationships between believers and Christ, through which Christians receive every benefit of salvation.  These relationships include the fact that we are in Christ, Christ is in us, we are like Christ, and we are with Christ.”  Following Gruden’s definition we will then briefly examine these four different aspects of our union with Christ.

A. In Christ  

Eph 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. 

2Tim 1:9 who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,

Note that both of the above verses tell us that God chose us to share in the blessings of the work of Christ before anything that we can sense (space, matter, time) existed.  They teach us that God planned for our existence as His children and to share in the blessings of Christ’s work in the world before creation and at the proper time, as foreseen by Him, He caused our physical birth and our spiritual birth.  True children of God were in the mind of God before creation, during the work of Christ in the world, and for all eternity.  At God’s timing for each of His children  the righteous works of Jesus are credited to our accounts and all of our sins are imputed to Jesus:

Rom 5:19 For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.

Phil 3:9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,

2Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Isaiah 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.

God decreed that His chosen people would die with Christ and be raised with Him:

Rom 6:6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin;

Rom 6:8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,

Eph 2:6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,

At the proper time, His chosen people then have all of what was in God’s mind actually occur:

Col 2:10-12 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority; 11and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; 12having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

Rom 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

Since the regenerated person is now alive in Christ he should set his mind on things above:

Col 3:1-3 If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 3For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
Our old self is dead and we do not have to fear God seeing our sinful actions that still persist because our life is “hidden with Christ in God”.  The Holy Spirit will convict us of our sins that occur after justification as we cooperate in sanctification and concentrate more on things above.  But we already have all the blessings from the work of Jesus Christ:

Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

What was in the mind of God before creation was more than a concept but is a fact since God is sovereign, omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent.  At the proper time God’s chosen people were physically born, regenerated, justified, and began sanctification to be completed at glorification.  The Holy Spirit gave each regenerated person every spiritual blessing earned by Jesus Christ!  Not only are we as individuals so blessed, we also are placed into the body of Christ as part of the invisible church, the universal church.  

Rom 12:5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.

1Cor 10:17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread.

John 17:21 that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.

All believers are united with Christ as a husband is to his wife:

Eph 5:31-32 For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. 32This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.

So being “in Christ” is a wonderful message of hope and peace to the true child of God.  The child of God remains an individual but with attributes of Jesus Christ and he is in the universal church that will be presented to Jesus pure at the End Times:

Eph 5:26-27 that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.

Praise God!  If He so wills we will continue this aspect of salvation next week and look at what it means that Christ is in us.  
B.  Christ in Us

This is more great news for now the power to actually live the Christ-like life here and now is revealed.  
John 15:5 "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

Gal 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.
Because Christ lives in His people, they can yield much fruit (Gal 5:22-23).  Living here is lived by faith knowing that the sin nature has been crucified and cooperation with the Holy Spirit develops a new Christ nature as Jesus actually lives in His people.  Christ in us is a great mystery concerning the riches of the glory of God:
Col 1:27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Next Paul relates another mystery in that, after regeneration, the sin nature (the body) is dead so that Christians  are no longer slaves to sin (Eph 2:5) but now have a spirit nature that is alive because of the imputed righteousness of Christ (2 Cor 5:21):

Rom 8:10 And if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.

Those who love Jesus keep His commandments (John 14:15) and abide in Jesus and He abides in them:

1John 3:24 And the one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And we know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.

We also know that we will persevere as the Holy Spirit witnesses to us concerning His presence.

C. We Are Like Christ

Although we were not physically alive when Christ was here, others were and we have their example:

1Cor 11:1 Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.

All regenerated people have been called for the purpose of suffering for Christ:

1Peter 2:20-21 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.  21For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,

Our sanctification is the transformation process as we are being made more like Him:
2Cor 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Eph 4:15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ,

One day we will be as much like Christ as possible:

1John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.

D. We are With Christ

The Bible informs us in many verses that we are with Christ from our regeneration until that great day when we will actually be with Him:

Matt 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. "

2Cor 6:1 And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain—

1Cor 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

2Thess 3:16 Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance. The Lord be with you all!

1John 1:3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that you also may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

John 17:24 "Father, I desire that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am, in order that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me; for Thou didst love Me before the foundation of the world.

As long as we live we will have the desire to be with Him, knowing that being with Him in spirit and then one day in our glorified body is the best of all possible worlds:

Phil 1:23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better;

Until that glorious day we gladly serve Him here and praise Him that we are in Christ; that He is in us; that we are being made more like Him; and that we are with Him now and will remain with Him forever.  

Amen!
XII. Glorification

This final aspect of salvation initiated by God is an eschatological (end times) issue since we will not immediately receive our glorified body when we die.  The Bible clearly teaches the survival of the soul of believers at the time of physical death in an eternal state in the presence of God but not in that ultimate glorified body.  Jesus clearly tells us that we will continue an existence after our physical death:

John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies,

Other reassuring verses include Matt 10:28, Luke 23:43, John 14:3, and 2 Cor 5:1.  We also know that God’s children will not face judgment under the wrath of God:

John 5:24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

We know that our departure from this world will be a glorious event from some of Paul’s writings such as:

2Cor 5:8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.

Phil 1:23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better;

We also know that this departure and meeting with the Lord will be immediately after our death as Jesus told the penitent person on the cross that he would be with Jesus that day in paradise (Luke 23:43).  The immediate state after death is certainly one in which believers are spiritually alive and fully conscious (Luke 16:19-31; 1 Thess 5:10; Rev 14:13), so there is no time of “spiritual sleep” after death as taught by some people.  Believers in that soul-state after physical death will certainly be enjoying the presence of the Lord and other Christians of all ages (Heb 12:23).  However even this wonderful state of existence is not the final state to which all Christians aspire.  The final state of glorification is the feature of salvation that all Christians anticipate when they will receive their glorified bodies:

Rom 8:23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.  

A major Scripture reference for the subject of glorification is:
Rom 8:30 and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.  
Paul also wrote of the glorification of God’s children in another text from Romans:

Rom 8:16-17 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

The souls of the wicked will also survive physical death but their final state is not one of bliss (Matt 11:21-24; 12:41; Rom 2:5-11; 2 Cor 5:10).  There will be a resurrection for all people at the End Times (Eschaton), but the impenitent and unsaved will face an eternal condemnation or the “second death” (Rev 2:11; 20:12-15; John 5:29; Acts 24:15).  However, believers will have a resurrection and be given an immortal body with which to enjoy the presence of the Lord forever (Luke 20:35, 36; John 5:25-29; 1 Cor 15; 1 Thess 4:16; Phil 3:21).  In particular the following is a blessing for Christians:

1Cor 15:51-54 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

The exact nature of the glorified body is not specifically described in Scripture but the resurrected Christian will be like Jesus in His glorified body:

1John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.

The eternal existence of the children of God in their glorified bodies will consist of a life in perfect communion with God (Matt 13:43; 25:34; Rom 2:7, 10; 2 Cor 15:49; Phil 3:21; 2 Tim 4:8; Rev 21:4; 22:3, 4).  What a wonderful life awaits the children of God!  We should all think of this last phase of salvation while we are involved in sanctification here as it motivates us to cooperate more with the Holy Spirit in working out our salvation:

Phil 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;

This fear and trembling that we have now in our submission to the Lord will bring forth more of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23) to glorify God while we live here.  But we also must look forward to that glorious time in our eternal future with God:

Rev 21:4 “and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away. "

Praise the Lord today that He has chosen us to be in His family forever.  
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