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What we call “Easter Sunday” is the most holy day in the Christian faith.  All of Christianity rises or falls on whether Jesus Christ actually died and was resurrected on the third day. 

1Cor 15:17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.

1Cor 15:18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

1Cor 15:19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.

There is no hope for any of us if there was no resurrection, for if there was no resurrection then Jesus was not Deity and His life and death are meaningless events in history.  Double imputation, which is essential to us Christians

2Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin {to be} sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

is meaningless without the fact of the resurrection.

Let’s read some more about what Paul had to say regarding the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

1COR 15:1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand,

1COR 15:2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word, which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.

1COR 15:3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,

1COR 15:4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,

1COR 15:5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

1COR 15:6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;

1COR 15:7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;

1COR 15:8 and last of all, as it were to one untimely born, He appeared to me also.

1COR 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, who am not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.

1COR 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.

1COR 15:11 Whether then {it was} I or they, so we preach and so you believed.

1COR 15:12 ¶ Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?

1COR 15:13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;

1COR 15:14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.

1COR 15:15 Moreover we are even found {to be} false witnesses of God, because we witnessed against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised.

1COR 15:16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised;

1COR 15:17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.

1COR 15:18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

1COR 15:19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.

1COR 15:20 ¶ But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.

1COR 15:21 For since by a man {came} death, by a man also {came} the resurrection of the dead.

1COR 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.

1COR 15:23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming,

1COR 15:24 then {comes} the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.

1COR 15:25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.

1COR 15:26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death.

1COR 15:27 For \He has put all things in subjection under His feet.\ But when He says, "All things are put in subjection," it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him.

1COR 15:28 And when all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, that God may be all in all.

1COR 15:29 ¶ Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why then are they baptized for them?

What happened to transform Saul into Paul?  What happened to change this man from one who was dedicated to destroying the followers of Jesus Christ (Acts 8: 1-3) to one who lived totally to spread the truth about Jesus Christ and to lay down his life for Jesus Christ?  What happened was that Paul met the resurrected Jesus Christ and the event totally changed his life (Acts 9:1-25).

What happened to transform Peter from the man who feared anyone knowing that he had known Jesus (John 18:25-27) into the bold disciple who proclaimed the Deity of Jesus without fear of retribution by the authorities (Acts 2:14-47; 3:1-26; 4:23)?  He met the resurrected Jesus Christ (John 21:1-7; 15-17).  All of the disciples (except for Judas, of course) were transformed from dejected, defeated men who had seen their hero die, into bold ambassadors for Christ throughout the region unto their death.

What happened to transform James, the brother of Jesus, from someone who rejected all that Jesus claimed into a disciple willing to die for Him?  He met the resurrected Jesus (1 Cor 15:7).

What happened to Augustine to transform him from a very worldly person into a person who rejected the trappings of the world and lived for Jesus Christ?  He was born again into a sure knowledge of who Jesus is.

What happened to Martin Luther to transform him from a monk in an Augustian monastery into the rebel against the Roman Catholic Church?  He was transformed by the Word of God into a true disciple of Jesus Christ.

We could go on and on with these “what happened to so-and-so” as people from all walks of life throughout the past 2000 years have had their lives transformed by an experience with Jesus Christ.  As Jesus said, “you must be born again.” (John 3:3)  People who are not born again, have no spiritual eyes and ears to see and hear the truth.  They are dead people (Eph 2:5) and they defiantly argue against the resurrection of Jesus, because if it is true then they would have to face the fact that they are dead and need a rebirth.  Their pride will not let them acknowledge their dire need of Jesus’ work.  We who are His children have been saved by faith freely given us by God (Eph 2:8) and this faith allows us to believe and to have the Christian hope of one day being with Jesus forever.

The arguments that these dead people bring to try to refute the resurrection are so pitiful as to be the proof that they are desperate people fighting futilely to justify their rejection of God.

Some of the arguments against the resurrection are the following: the swoon theory, the theft theory, the hallucination theory, and the theory that the women and everyone else went to the wrong tomb.  These are not difficult to refute.  Thinking about what Paul said in 1Cor 15:19 (“If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.”), I can say that for those who attempt to refute the resurrection of Jesus Christ, they are of all people most to be pitied.  I am very sad for them.  Nothing any of us can say will convince them, they must be born again.

Praise God that He sent His Son to live a perfect life, to die on the cross, and to be resurrected so that there is hope for us, the children of God (John 1:12).  

Those to Whom Jesus Appeared

1. Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9, John 20::14)

2. The women returning from the tomb (Matt 28:9,10).

3. Peter later in the day (Luke 24:34; 1` Cor 155:5).

4. The Emmaus disciples (Luke 24:13-33)

5. The apostles without Thomas (Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-24).

6. The apostles with Thomas (John 20:26-29)

7. The seven by the Lake of Tiberias (John 21:1-23)

8. A multitude of 300+ believers on a Galilean mountain (1 Cor 15:6)

9. James (1 Cor 15:8)

10. The eleven (Matt 28:16-21; Mark 16:14-20; Luke 24:33-52; Acts 1:3-12)

11. Those at the ascension (Acts 1:3-12)

12. Paul (Acts 9:3-6; 1 Cor 15:8)

13. Stephen (Acts 7:55)

14. Paul in the temple (Acts 22:17-21; 23:11)

15. John on Patmos (Rev 1:10-19)

Here are all of the references to resurrection in the Bible

MAT 22:23 ¶ On that day {some} Sadducees (who say there is no resurrection) came to Him and questioned Him,

MAT 22:28 "In the resurrection therefore whose wife of the seven shall she be? For they all had her."

MAT 22:30 "For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.

MAT 22:31 "But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not read that which was spoken to you by God, saying,

MAT 27:53 and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many.

MAR 12:18 ¶ And {some} Sadducees (who say that there is no resurrection) *came to Him, and {began} questioning Him, saying,

MAR 12:23 "In the resurrection, when they rise again, which one's wife will she be? For all seven had her as wife."

LUK 14:14 and you will be blessed, since they do not have {the means} to repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous. "

LUK 20:27 ¶ Now there came to Him some of the Sadducees (who say that there is no resurrection),

LUK 20:33 "In the resurrection therefore, which one's wife will she be? For all seven had her as wife."

LUK 20:35 but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage;

LUK 20:36 for neither can they die anymore, for they are like angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.

JOH 5:29 and shall come forth; those who did the good {deeds} to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil {deeds} to a resurrection of judgment.

JOH 11:24 Martha *said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day."

JOH 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies,

ACT 1:22 beginning with the baptism of John, until the day that He was taken up from us-- one of these should become a witness with us of His resurrection. "

ACT 2:31 he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that \He was neither abandoned to Hades, nor did\ His flesh \suffer decay\.

ACT 4:2 being greatly disturbed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.

ACT 4:33 And with great power the apostles were giving witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all.

ACT 17:18 And also some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers were conversing with him. And some were saying, "What would this idle babbler wish to say?" Others, "He seems to be a proclaimer of strange deities,"-- because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection.

ACT 17:32 ¶ Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some {began} to sneer, but others said, "We shall hear you again concerning this."

ACT 23:6 But perceiving that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, Paul {began} crying out in the Council, "Brethren, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees; I am on trial for the hope and resurrection of the dead!"

ACT 23:8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor an angel, nor a spirit; but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.

ACT 24:15 having a hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.

ACT 24:21 other than for this one statement, which I shouted out while standing among them,' For the resurrection of the dead I am on trial before you today.' "

ACT 26:23 that the Christ was to suffer, {and} that by reason of {His} resurrection from the dead He should be the first to proclaim light both to the {Jewish} people and to the Gentiles. "

ROM 1:4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,

ROM 6:5 For if we have become united with {Him} in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also {in the likeness} of His resurrection,

1COR 15:12 ¶ Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?

1COR 15:13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;

1COR 15:21 For since by a man {came} death, by a man also {came} the resurrection of the dead.

1COR 15:42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable {body}, it is raised an imperishable {body};

PHI 3:10 that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;

PHI 3:11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

2TI 2:18 {men} who have gone astray from the truth saying that the resurrection has already taken place, and thus they upset the faith of some.

HEB 6:2 of instruction about washings, and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

HEB 11:35 Women received {back} their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting their release, in order that they might obtain a better resurrection;

1PE 1:3 ¶ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

1PE 3:21 And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-- not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience-- through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

REV 20:5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection.

REV 20:6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

