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Is man basically good?  I often hear people say that man is basically good.  I also just recently heard of a survey among evangelicals saying that 77% of those responding to the survey thought that man was basically good.  This survey result is astounding to me!  In view of all the horrible things we know about how man behaves, how can he possibly be basically good?  But a huge percentage of evangelicals do believe that man is basically good so I have to think about how they could think such in spite of the news reports on man’s behavior.  I guess that they must think that man is capable of behaving properly on his own if he were to be put into a perfect surrounding where he would never be tempted to do anything bad.  I have heard this theory before and it formed the basis of the HUD program to provide good housing for every poor family in America.  But the result of the program was a lot of houses that were junked by the “basically good people” living in them.  
Let’s try to understand the Bible’s perspective on this topic.

The Bible tells us that man was created by God and that man was created good.
Gen 1:26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."

Gen 1:27 “And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

Gen 1:28 And God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth."

Gen 1:29 Then God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you;

Gen 1:30 and to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life, I have given every green plant for food ";and it was so.

Gen 1:31 And God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.”

It also seems that a key to why man was basically good is that he was created in the image of God (Gen 1:26) for certainly God is good.

Mark 10:18 “And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.”

Of course in the Mark scripture Jesus is not saying that He is not good for indeed He is God and therefore is good.

But then, from man’s perspective, an awful thing happened in the history of man; he sinned.  Man was created good but with the free will to choose to obey God or not to obey God.  As we will see in a bit, man did not know good and evil.  However he was told not to eat the fruit of a particular tree.  
Gen 2:17 “but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you shall surely die.”

Rom 14:23 “But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is sin.”

Acting against the will of God is sin.  The Rom 14:23 verse is in the context of eating but it also defines sin for us.  
The only evil thing man knew of was to not eat of a particular tree for that was his only restriction and acting against the will of God is evil or sin.  There was nothing innate in the tree itself.  In other words there was no chemical reaction to eating of this particular fruit that gave man a sinful nature.  The sin was in doing what God told him not to do.  God could have told him not to touch a particular rock in the Garden.  Have you ever watched a child when he is told to not touch something?  How about yourself; how do you act around something that you have been told not to touch?  My arm aches as it wants to stretch out and touch that something!  The child cannot keep his eyes off of the object and he will eventually touch it.  So Adam and Eve made use of their free will to choose evil.  Immediately after committing evil they then knew evil.  
Gen 3:22 “Then the Lord God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, lest he stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever"--

Gen 3:23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he was taken.”

God had mercy on Adam and Eve.  His sentence of death was merciful for otherwise they would have continued in a life of choosing sin forever.  God showed mercy by providing a covering for them out of an animal skin and then He showed mercy by sending them out of the Garden and away from the tree of life.  
So now man is out of the Garden and into the world.  He now has a sin nature and his spiritual nature is dead for he can now no longer freely communicate with God in an open, seeing manner.  Then Adam and Eve have a son.

Gen 5:3 “When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth.”

We now see that Seth is not created in the image of God but in the image, or likeness, of Adam.  Seth then is not created with the same nature as Adam was originally created but he was in the likeness of his father Adam.  The Bible then carefully traces the genealogy from Seth to Noah.  We then are descendents of Noah and therefore of Seth.  Each of us is therefore created in the image or likeness of Adam, not of God.  We are born with a sin nature as was Seth and that is why Jesus said that we must be born again.

John 3:3 “Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."”
John 3:7 “Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'”

1Peter 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”

1Peter 1:23 “for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God.”
I was physically born September 19, 1938 in the likeness of Adam.  I was born with a physical body and a soul so I was born with a binary nature.  In the fall of 1970 I was born again to the glory of God and then I was truly in the image or likeness of God as a triune being: a person with a physical body, a soul, and a spirit.  From that time on I was a temple of God and a child of God.  Just as I had nothing to do with my physical birth I had nothing to do with my spiritual birth.  God caused both events to occur and they occurred in His perfect time.  
When I was only physically born I was a slave to sin.  I had free will but only the ability to choose within my nature.  I could freely choose to do anything except to obey God.  After my spiritual birth I now had free will to either do what my old sin nature wanted to do or to obey God as my new nature desired to do.  Paul tells us of his awful struggles with this choosing within his new free will.

Rom 7:14 “For we know that the Law is spiritual; but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin.

Rom 7:15 For that which I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate.

Rom 7:16 But if I do the very thing I do not wish to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that it is good.

Rom 7:17 So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which indwells me.

Rom 7:18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.

Rom 7:19 For the good that I wish, I do not do; but I practice the very evil that I do not wish.

Rom 7:20 But if I am doing the very thing I do not wish, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.

Rom 7:21 I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wishes to do good.

Rom 7:22 For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man,

Rom 7:23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.

Rom 7:24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?

Rom 7:25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.

Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.

We will all be involved in this struggle for as long as we live.  After being born again so that we are justified before Holy God, we are now in the sanctification stage of salvation during which time we are being transformed into the image or likeness of God in our current life on earth.  The next stage of salvation is glorification when we die and receive then the ability to only do God’s will and to praise Him forever.  
Our physical birth yielded a being only able to sin.  This person has a free will but he is only free to do what his nature allows him to do and that does not include the ability to choose God’s will in his life.  The spiritual rebirth yields a person with free will just like that of the original Adam in the Garden.  This person can choose to do that of his old nature or he can choose to do the will of God.  Then finally the child of God will be glorified and will then not be able to sin but only able to do the will of God.  I so look forward to that third aspect of myself!  
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